
Perseverance (or Preservation) of the Saints 
 

● Westminster Confession of Faith 17: Of the Perseverance of the Saints 
1. They, whom God has accepted in His Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by His 

Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly 
persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved. 

2. This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the 
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of 
God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ, the 
abiding of the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them, and the nature of the covenant 
of grace: from all which arises also the certainty and infallibility thereof. 

3. Nevertheless, they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the 
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their 
preservation, fall into grievous sins; and, for a time, continue therein: whereby they incur 
God's displeasure, and grieve His Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of 
their graces and comforts, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded; 
hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves. 

● Perseverance in John 
○ “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent 

me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up 
on the last day.” (John 6:38-40) 

○ “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who 
has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand.” (John 10:27-29) 

● Perseverance in Paul 
○ “And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” (Romans 8:30) 
○ “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 
1:13-14) 

○ And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6) 

● Necessity of Perseverance 
○ So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 

my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32) 
○ “And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will 

be saved.” (Matthew 10:22) 
○ And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 

reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 
and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, 
not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. (Colossians 1:22-23) 

○ For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 
end. (Hebrews 3:14) 

○ Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall. (2 Peter 1:10) 
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● Hebrews Warning Passages 
○ “For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have 

tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the 
goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen 
away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son 
of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.” (Hebrews 6:4-6) 

○ “For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire 
that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies 
without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, 
do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, 
and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has 
outraged the Spirit of grace?” (Hebrews 10:26-29) 

● Possible Interpretations of the Hebrews Warning Passages  
○ Arminianism: these are true believers who lose their salvation 
○ Hypothetical warning: the author encourages readers to perseverance by 

warning them of what would happen to true believers who fall away, but 
no one actually commits this sin 

○ Loss of rewards: these are true believers, but their apostasy leads only to 
a loss of eschatological rewards, not of salvation. 

○ Non-elect: these were never true believers in the first place. Their 
apostasy shows their true colors. 

■ The non-elect can enjoy certain temporary benefits of the church. 
■ The non-elect can show outward signs of faith for a time. (Matt. 

7:21-23) 
■ The non-elect can even be called “sanctified” in an outward sense. 

(1 Corinthians 7:14) 
■ The non-elect are shown to be fakers when they fall away. 

○ For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those 
for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and 
thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. Though we 
speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that 
belong to salvation. For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that 
you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each 
one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the 
end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. (Hebrews 6:7-12) 

 


