Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 27: Of the Sacraments

1.

Sacraments are holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, immediately instituted by God, to
represent Christ and His benefits; and to confirm our interest in Him: as also, to put a visible
difference between those that belong unto the Church and the rest of the world; and solemnly to
engage them to the service of God in Christ, according to His Word.

There is, in every sacrament, a spiritual relation, or sacramental union, between the sign and the
thing signified: whence it comes to pass, that the names and effects of the one are attributed to
the other.

The grace which is exhibited in or by the sacraments rightly used, is not conferred by any power
in them; neither does the efficacy of a sacrament depend upon the piety or intention of him that
does administer it: but upon the work of the Spirit, and the word of institution, which contains,
together with a precept authorizing the use thereof, a promise of benefit to worthy receivers.
There are only two sacraments ordained by Christ our Lord in the Gospel; that is to say, Baptism,
and the Supper of the Lord: neither of which may be dispensed by any, but by a minister of the
Word lawfully ordained.

The sacraments of the Old Testament in regard to the spiritual things thereby signified and
exhibited, were, for substance, the same with those of the new.

Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 28: Of Baptism

1.

7.

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for the solemn
admission of the party baptized into the visible Church; but also to be unto him a sign and seal of
the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his
giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in the newness of life. Which sacrament is, by
Christ's own appointment, to be continued in His Church until the end of the world.

The outward element to be used in this sacrament is water, wherewith the party is to be baptized,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by a minister of the Gospel,
lawfully called thereunto.

Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary; but Baptism is rightly administered by
pouring, or sprinkling water upon the person.

Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedience unto Christ, but also the infants of
one, or both, believing parents, are to be baptized.

Although it is a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance, yet grace and salvation are not so
inseparably annexed unto it, as that no person can be regenerated, or saved, without it: or, that
all that are baptized are undoubtedly regenerated.

The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to that moment of time wherein it is administered; yet,
notwithstanding, by the right use of this ordinance, the grace promised is not only offered, but
really exhibited, and conferred, by the Holy Ghost, to such (whether of age or infants) as that
grace belongs unto, according to the counsel of God's own will, in His appointed time.

The sacrament of Baptism is but once to be administered unto any person.

Biblical passages on baptism

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for
you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
himself.” (Acts 2:38-39)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was



raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans
6:3-4)

e Baptism, which corresponds to this [Noah being saved through the ark], now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 3:21)

Common arguments against infant baptism

e Jesus was baptized as an adult. (Matthew 3:13-15)

e No clear example or command of infant baptism in the New Testament

e Ordinarily in the NT, baptism follows a profession of faith

Arguments for infant baptism

e Continuity of the old and new covenants

o And they shall be my people, and | will be their God. | will give them one heart and one
way, that they may fear me forever, for their own good and the good of their children after
them. (Jeremiah 32:28-29)

o Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand
to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. (Galatians 3:7-9)

o And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.
(Galatians 3:29)

o For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it
counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but
before he was circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. (Romans 4:9-11)

o In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off
the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of
God, who raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:11-12)

e Household baptisms

o And after she [Lydia] was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she
prevailed upon us. (Acts 16:15)

o And he [the Philippian jailer] took them the same hour of the night and washed their
wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. (Acts 16:33)

o 1did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether |
baptized anyone else. (1 Corinthians 1:16)

e Unity and sanctity of the family

o For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is
made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it
is, they are holy. (1 Corinthians 7:14)

e Historic practice of the church

o The oldest churches in the world (Indian, Ethiopian, Armenian, etc.) have all practiced
infant baptism. Either they all coincidentally and independently got it wrong, or they were
all continuing the original practice of the apostolic church.



