
Limited Atonement (aka Particular Redemption) 
Westminster Confession of Faith, ​Chapter 8: Of Christ the Mediator 

5. The Lord Jesus, by His perfect obedience, and sacrifice of Himself, which He through the eternal 
Spirit, once offered up unto God, has fully satisfied the justice of His Father; and purchased, not 
only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, ​for those whom the 
Father has given unto Him​. 

6. Although the work of redemption was not actually wrought by Christ till after His incarnation, yet 
the virtue, efficacy, ​and benefits thereof were communicated unto the elect​, in all ages 
successively from the beginning of the world, in and by those promises, types, and sacrifices, 
wherein He was revealed, and signified to be the seed of the woman which should bruise the 
serpent's head; and the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world; being yesterday and today 
the same, and forever. 

Canons of Dordt, ​The Second Main Point of Doctrine 
● Article 3: The Infinite Value of Christ's Death 

○ This death of God's Son is the only and entirely complete sacrifice and satisfaction for 
sins; it is of infinite value and worth, more than sufficient to atone for the sins of the whole 
world. 

● Article 8: The Saving Effectiveness of Christ's Death 
○ For it was the entirely free plan and very gracious will and intention of God the Father that 

the enlivening and saving effectiveness of his Son's costly death should work itself out in 
all his chosen ones, in order that he might grant justifying faith to them only and thereby 
lead them without fail to salvation. In other words, it was God's will that Christ through the 
blood of the cross (by which he confirmed the new covenant) should effectively redeem 
from every people, tribe, nation, and language all those and only those who were chosen 
from eternity to salvation and given to him by the Father; that he should grant them faith 
(which, like the Holy Spirit's other saving gifts, he acquired for them by his death); that he 
should cleanse them by his blood from all their sins, both original and actual, whether 
committed before or after their coming to faith; that he should faithfully preserve them to 
the very end; and that he should finally present them to himself, a glorious people, 
without spot or wrinkle. 

Arguments for Limited Atonement 
● Trinitarian harmony 

○ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love ​he 
predestined us​ for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. ​In him we have redemption​ through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which 
he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth…. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, ​were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit​, 
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 
his glory. (Ephesians 1:3-14) 
 
 



● Exclusion passages 
○ “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep….  I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep…. Jesus answered them, “I told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about 
me, but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:14-27) 

○ When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him…. I am 
praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, 
for they are yours…. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” (John 
17:1-19) 

● Substitutionary atonement = efficacious atonement = limited atonement 
○ “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and ​with 

your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation​. You made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign 
on the earth. (Revelation 5:9-10) 

Objections to Limited Atonement 
● “God loves the whole world.” 

○ For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

● “God desires the salvation of all people.” 
○ First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in 
the sight of God our Savior, ​who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth​. (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

○ For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is 
the Savior of all people​, especially of those who believe. (1 Timothy 4:10) 

○ The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, ​not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance​. (2 Peter 
3:9) 

○ He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world. (1 John 2:2) 

● “Some fall away for whom Christ died.” 
○ “Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:32-35) 

○ But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, ​even denying the Master who 
bought them​, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. (2 Peter 2:1) 

● “Limited Atonement undermines the biblical command to preach the gospel to all.” 
○ Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8 


