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Preface
What Did Jesus Believe

The sermons included in this book were preached to my loving 
congregation at Riveroaks Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA) in 
Germantown, Tennessee, during parts of 2012 and 2013. The motivation
behind the series entitled ”What Did Jesus Believe about the Doctrines of
Grace?” was to carefully examine how Jesus expressed Himself on subjects
that ought to be a great comfort to believers. Unfortunately, in many
places, the doctrines of grace have been described in a way that has made
people very uncomfortable and uncertain of their own salvation.

Any preacher will readily admit that he has been influenced by the
thoughts and views of many writers and fellow preachers.  Very little that
we say is completely original.  I have profited much from several whose
names are mentioned throughout these messages. I hope I have not failed
to give them the credit that they deserve.

I especially think of a gentleman, Roger Nicole, who has recently gone to
his heavenly reward.  Dr. Nicole made the point that Jesus’ words are no
more inspired than other parts of Scripture, but they carry an extra 
authority with many people simply because they are the words of the 
Redeemer Himself. I have tried to focus primarily on what our Savior 
proclaimed, but I admit that there were times that I couldn’t resist 
mentioning the impact of other inspired writers.

My prayer in preaching this series was to give my congregation a deeper
appreciation for the beauty of the gospel and a stronger foundation in
their identity as the children of God.  If God uses this collection of 
sermons to that end in the lives of people beyond my own flock, I will be
very blessed indeed.

WILLIAM SPINK, JR.
October 2013
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WDJB: WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE

THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE 
IN THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS

[This sermon was originally preached on the last Sunday in October.]

Reformation Sunday is a great time to start a new sermon series, espe-
cially the series that I am about to begin today. I have been thinking for a
long time about doing this series.  I did not plan to start it on Reformation
Sunday, but, in God’s good providence, here we are on this day to begin this
series.  The title of the series is:  “The Doctrines of Grace in the Teachings of
Jesus” - not what we think Jesus taught, nor what we wish Jesus had taught,
but what Jesus actually taught regarding those topics that we affectionately
call the doctrines of grace.  How did He deal with the spiritual condition of
man, the sovereign initiative of God, the effectual work of Christ, and the
involvement of the Holy Spirit?  

When Jesus and His disciples were on the Mount of Transfiguration,
they heard the words of God, “ This is My beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased.   Listen to Him.” “Listen to Him.” That is what this series is all about.
I want us to listen to Him; not to a few brief sound bites; not to a few quotes
taken out of context, but what Jesus actually said.  You may be surprised at
what you hear.  

Our text is John 6:35-40: “Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life;
whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall
never thirst.  But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe.
All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and whoever comes to Me, I
will never cast out.  For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own
will but the will of Him who sent Me.  And this is the will of Him who sent
Me, that I should lose nothing of all that He has given Me, but raise it up on
the last day. For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who looks on
the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him
up on the last day.’”  

I am sure that most children dream of becoming famous.  Didn’t you?
What would it look like for you to be famous?  When I was a child, I had vi-
sions that I was going to follow Bobby Richardson as the second baseman
for the New York Yankees (with my own bubble gum card).  My only problem
was that I quit growing when I became 12, and I quit hitting when I played
in college. That dream was dashed.  

I’m afraid I may have disappointed my mother who had dreams that I
would become famous.  She was an American history teacher, and I think
she believed I was going to become President of the United States.  I had
another close brush with fame just a few years ago. I was so close, but I was
beaten out by another man when Al Gore invented the internet.  
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Maybe all is not lost. There is one more opportunity I have for fame. You
remember many years ago the craze that took over the nation with WWJD?
The letters stood for “What Would Jesus Do”.  They captured the mindset of
the American public. Trinkets and toys and plaques and bumper stickers and
necklaces came out using WWJD. Whoever came up with that slogan will
retire well.  

This morning I am here to announce a new marketing campaign that
is going to set me on a path to fame.  It’s not WWJD but WDJB.  It just kind
of rolls off the tongue, doesn’t it?  WDJB.  The letters stand for What Did
Jesus Believe.  What did Jesus believe? Not what do we want Him to have
believed nor what we hope He might have believed, but what did He really
believe.  There is great potential here.  I can see bumper stickers.  I can see
jewelry.  I can see wall plaques for your home.  And if we work together, we
can have all of this ready for Christmas holiday shopping.  What did Jesus
believe about the doctrines of grace?  This series is going to focus on an-
swering that question.

I assure you that this series is not intended to make me famous.  It is
intended to help us understand what Jesus believed when it came to these
doctrines that we think about, talk about, teach about, read about, sing about
and discuss with our friends who don’t see things exactly the way we see
them.  I want to ask not, “What does the Confession say?” not “What do
some great theologians of the past say?” but “What did Jesus say?”  What
did He believe about these things?  

I want to introduce this theme by answering some of the frequently
asked questions about this subject.  Some questions are automatically going
to surface in your mind. Let me go ahead and address them as we get our
feet wet.  

Frequently asked question Number 1:  What are we talking about when
we use the phrase, “ the doctrines of grace?”  I’ve used that phrase, and some
of you are thinking,“I’ve heard that, but I’m not sure I could define it.”  What
do we mean?

The doctrines of grace focus on the biblical perspective of the condition
of man in his depravity,  the biblical perspective on the nature of God and
his sovereignty, the biblical perspective of the work of Christ and His atone-
ment, the biblical perspective on the participation of the Spirit and his ap-
plication of the work of Christ and the biblical perspective of the duration
of the blessing of the gospel.  You may say, “That is what they call the re-
formed faith.”  Somebody else might say, “That is what I call Calvinism.”
Others might say,  “I just call that biblical theology.”  You’re all right. I call
them the doctrines of grace, the essence of salvation --- man’s need, God’s
initiative, Christ’s achievement, the Spirit’s application, the blessings’ dura-
tion.  It’s an overview of salvation from beginning to end.

I appreciate what James Montgomery Boice wrote when he said, “The
doctrines of grace were most certainly not invented by Calvin, nor were they
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characteristic of his thought alone during the reformation period.  These are
the truths taught by Jesus and confirmed for us in scripture by the apostle
Paul.  Augustine argued for the same truths over and against the denials of
Pelagius and those who followed him.  Luther believed them and so did
Zwingli.  The Puritans were also Calvinists.  It was through them and their
teaching that both England and Scotland experienced the greatest and most
pervasive national revivals the world has ever seen, and, in more recent
times, the modern missionary movement received nearly all of its direction
and initial impetus from those in the Calvinistic and Puritan tradition. The
list includes such men as William Carry, David Livingston and John G. Pat-
ton.  For all these, the doctrines of grace were not an appendage to Christian
thought but were, rather, that which was central and most feared and which
gave form to their preaching and missionary efforts.” 1

Frequently asked question Number 2: Do believers really differ in their
understanding of these matters? Am I merely creating a straw man who
does not exist? I think it is obvious, if you look at the evidence, that believers
differ on these matters.  You can consult church history. You can read the
creeds and councils of the church. You can read famous theologians. You can
consider the various denominational differences that exist among us.  Some
lean one way, some lean the other. Differences exist all over the map.

In regard to man: Is he depraved or just damaged?  Is he dead in tres-
passes or just dying?  With regard to God: Is His sovereignty full or limited?
Does He determine salvation or simply provide it?  In regard to Christ: Does
He accomplish salvation for all people, for some people, for no people?
Does the cross make salvation personal or does it just make it possible?
With regard to the Spirit: Is His participation necessary? Or does He move
all men in the same way?  Can He be resisted?  With regard to perseverance:
Is salvation guaranteed or can one lose it? Is there such a thing as eternal
security? And if so, upon whom does it depend?  You see, all kinds of these
different positions can be taken. I think we can agree together that well-in-
tentioned believers can disagree about some of these questions and answers.

I believe one can be a true believer and not be clear or accurate on every
particular item of this theology.  I am not starting this series to be critical of
anyone else or to cast stones in any direction but simply to examine what
our Lord taught and believed.  My goal is to point you to Jesus, let you hear
His voice, and try to get out of the way so that you can hear Him speak.

Frequently asked question Number 3:  Can you give me an illustration
of where the confusion tends to originate?  If we all believe the same Bible,
why is it that we don’t all believe the same things?  Where would you like
to begin?  If we stay in John’s gospel, we can go all the way back to chapter
1.  Ask yourself, “Does John describe the grace of God in a Calvinistic way
or a more Arminian fashion?”2

Start in verse 6, “There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might
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believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about
the light.  The true Light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the
world did not know Him.  He came to His own, and His own people did
not receive Him.  But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name,
He gave the right to become children of God…”

Even as John opens his prologue, he is talking about a light coming into
the world and the promise and opportunity of salvation appears to be, in a
sense, for all men indiscriminately.  But notice verse 13:  “who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.“
This light that was coming to all men that all might believe, is somehow de-
pendent not upon the decision of a man, but it is dependent on the decision
of God.  “Born of God”... This is seen even more clearly in chapter 3:  You
know the story of Nicodemus coming to Jesus by night.  You have the famous
verse, John 3:16,  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life.”  That “who” should not perish?  That whoever believes in Him
should not perish.  This is the classic verse for those who would want us to
see the doctrines of grace described in inclusive terms, and yet, look at what
Jesus said previously.  To Nicodemus, He says in v. 5, “You must be born
again.”   “I say to you unless one is born of the Spirit…  That which is born
of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. Do not mar-
vel that I said to you, you must be born again. The wind blows where it
wishes and you hear its sound but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  This is an in-
teresting combination of ideas. “ God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.”   Yet He tells Nicodemus that He has to be born of the flesh
and that He must be born of the Spirit.  The Spirit, comes and goes according
to His will, and that is the way the people of God are born again, according
to the will of the Spirit.  

In John chapter 6, there is very inclusive language at verse 35: ”I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to Me shall not hunger and whoever believes
in Me shall never thirst.”  Verse 40 states, “This is the will of My Father that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life
and I will raise him up on the last day.”  Very inclusive language is used there,
but verse 36 says, “But I said to you, that you have seen Me and yet you do
not believe.” Jesus said, “Here I am, the bread of life, and you are not coming,
you don’t believe.”  Read verse 37: “All that the Father gives Me will come to
Me.”  All that the Father gives Me.  Read verse 44: “No one can come to Me
unless the Father who sent Me draws him.” Come, come, come, come, but,
no one can come unless the Father draws them.  Are you beginning to see
where this little angst develops?   On the one hand, you have this inclusive
language, you have this whosoever language, but then you have the 
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underlying thought that the Spirit of God is the one who moves men toward
salvation; that the Father gives some to the Son; that we are born not of our
own decision, but we are born of God.  We are going to have to be very care-
ful and ask some challenging questions.  Does “all” always mean absolutely
everyone? Does “everyone” mean anyone? Does “whoever will” mean who-
ever can?  Does the “world” mean all who are in the world without excep-
tion? It’s gonna get a little sticky at times.  We’ll have to slow down and not
presume to know until we have looked a second or third time.

Frequently asked question Number 4:  Is it fair to insist that Jesus an-
swered our questions? Are we stretching the scriptures to expect Jesus to
defend the doctrines of grace? That’s a good question because all of the
scripture is equally inspired. We are not without evidence if we can’t find it
in the gospels, in words written in red.  However, in a practical vein, I think
we realize that people inside the church and outside the church seem to
have a greater respect for what Jesus believed and what Jesus taught.  They
will take note if we say, “These are the words of Jesus.”  And so, if Jesus
speaks on the subject, we typically have the confidence that His words carry
a lot of weight.  That’s why we are asking,  “Does Jesus comment on the doc-
trines of grace?”  I will let you be the judge of that.  Experts have estimated
that there are some 1700 verses in the gospels attributed to Jesus and that
about 500 deal with some aspect of the doctrines of grace.  My brief review
has produced far more than we will be able to digest.  I began by wondering
if I would have enough to make a series out of this theme.  After a little while
I began to wonder how I would say all that I found.  

Frequently asked question Number 5:  What should be my mindset as
we begin this study?  I would suggest several things.  First, that we be a
sponge, not a spear. Pray for a teachable heart to hear, to receive, to believe
what God’s word teaches.  Pray that God would guard you from a hostile
spirit or a defensive attitude that might cloud your understanding.  Just soak
it in. Don’t use these studies as a weapon to pierce somebody else.

I would suggest that we take the coffee table mentality. I remember
when Marsha and I went to a Bible study in a friend’s home.  It was a study
on a Christian view of money, and there was a group in the room seated in
a circle.  In the middle of the circle was a coffee table.  This coffee table was
like most of the coffee tables in our houses.  Coffee tables accumulate every-
thing known to man.  You don’t know what the top of the table looks like
because every inch of the top is covered. On this particular occasion, the
teacher announced that we were going to take everything off of the coffee
table.  We were going to eliminate it all and then thoughtfully put back on
the coffee table only that which really deserved to be there. What he was
saying was, in regard to your Christian view of finance, wipe it clear, and
then let’s begin to study and put back only what really belongs. In a way, I
ask you to clear your mind of your doctrinal persuasions. Let Jesus speak,
and as He speaks, put those ideas back on your mental coffee table.  
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Another idea would be, iron sharpens iron. I invite your interaction,
your comments, your questions, your insights along the way.  I’m not going
to debate you, but I do invite you to share your views and perspectives.  You
may have something that you have read that has been a wonderful blessing
to you.  Share it with everybody else.  You may have some real concerns
about some of the things you hear.  Share them in a gracious and compas-
sionate way. 

Then finally, we must have the mindset of faith not sight.  The danger
in any kind of a study is that we think we are going to approach a big mys-
tery, and we are going to leave that mystery with all kinds of knowledge.
We are going to have it all figured out.  NO, no, no.  We are still to live by
faith, not by sight. As we approach this subject we hopefully will clarify a
lot of things and define some things more specifically, but I don’t think we
are going to leave this subject with the idea that we finally have it all figured
out and it all fits together.  Again we are still called to walk by faith and not
by sight.  God’s ways and God’s thoughts are above our ways and our
thoughts, and we should not expect to know the mind of God as clearly as
He does.

Frequently asked question Number 6: Why bother? Why bother to de-
vote time to a study of this nature?  The pursuit of truth is always a worthy
endeavor.  When did you quit pursuing truth?  When did you begin to think
that it was useless to pursue truth?  The pursuit of truth is always a worthy
endeavor.  

Why bother? Because it should enhance our worship.  I would hope
this study would enhance your worship because God’s truth is going to exalt
God’s character, and, as you come to know God’s truth, you are going to see
Him more clearly. You are going to magnify Him.  

Why bother? Because it should humble us before God.  The plan of sal-
vation should create an amazement in our hearts.  Maybe you have begun
to sing ‘Amazing Grace’ without a whole lot of amazement.  Maybe this se-
ries will put that amazement back into your singing. 

Why bother?  It should enlarge our gratitude. [When this installment
was preached, Thanksgiving was near.]  Here we are a month away from
Thanksgiving, but we are not a very thankful people because we don’t really
appreciate what God has done for us in the gospel.  Hopefully this series
will increase our gratitude.  

Why bother? It should encourage evangelism.  You might think it
wouldn’t, but it should. We will become convinced of the condition of the
lost, and that the only hope of the lost is the gospel. Therefore we should be
ever more diligent to take that gospel to the lost.

Why bother?  It should capture our vision because we shall see the ex-
alted Jesus Christ in all His glory and, hopefully, once we see Him for all
that He has done and all that He is doing, we will not take our eyes off of
Him.
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Why bother? It should result in assurance. Blessed assurance follows
Biblical truth.  It should provide encouragement as we see how Jesus was
able to speak to these doctrines with a balance and a peace that most of us
don’t possess.  It should bring hope because we will be reminded that all
things are possible with God.  It may even bring salvation.  It could be that
through this series, as we try to clarify the truth of the gospel, somebody
here will realize, “I’ve really had some things wrong in my thinking.  My
confidence and my hope has really not been in the Gospel.”  You know who
was convinced to believe the Gospel through the teachings of the doctrines
of grace? Charles Haddon Spurgeon.  He knew a lot of truth, but he saw a
lot of his young friends make shipwreck of their lives, and he thought,  ‘‘I
don’t get it.”  It was through an understanding of the doctrines of grace that
he came to a true faith in Jesus Christ.  

The plan of salvation is God’s masterpiece, God’s Mona Lisa . It
stretches from one eternity to the next.  Unfortunately, modern man has
chosen to ignore it and redefine it to suit his own purposes.  He has often
substituted a counterfeit for the real thing.  We are really good at that in the
South.  We have what I call  “The Good Ole Boy Gospel.”  The Good Ole Boy
Gospel thinks more highly of others than he ought.  We have “the bootstrap
salvation” where we think that if we do a few good things, and avoid a few
bad things, we are okay with God.  We even have a “democratic doctrine of
grace” where everybody has an equal opportunity and salvation is on the
menu to accept or reject according to one’s taste.  The Bible Belt is the home
of a lot of flabby doctrine.  We have a lot of stuff to sort through in this series.
We are not here to proclaim a gospel that applauds man for believing it, or
that appeals to man’s felt needs so that he will receive it, or that invites man
to assist God by accepting it.  We are here to hear the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth. And there is no better place to hear the truth than
from the lips of Jesus.  

WDJB: What Did Jesus Believe?  That is the question we want to answer.
Boice said, “The doctrines known as Calvinist are not something that
emerged late in church history, but rather that which takes its origins in the
teachings of Jesus, which has been found throughout the church in many
periods and which is always been characteristic of the church at its greatest
periods of faith and expansion.  It follows from this that the church of Jesus
Christ will again see great days when these truths are widely proclaimed
and proclaimed fearlessly.  The church has by and large felt that in order to
reach the culture, they must hide their doctrine.  When the church hides its
doctrine and seeks to be appealing to the culture, it becomes worldly and
offers the culture nothing but what they can find in the world.” 3

Boice is saying, that we must be unashamed to say “this is what the
scriptures teach and this is what Jesus believed.”  Until we are willing to say
this, we should not expect to attract the culture because the culture is empty
and it is looking for the church to say something that it has not heard, 
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to offer something that it does not possess, and to give hope when it is
hopeless.  I believe when we hear what Jesus really believed, we will have a
renewed confidence in the gospel, the true gospel, and, hopefully, we will
have a new passion to see that that gospel is declared to the culture.  Maybe
on this Reformation Sunday, a 21st century reformation will begin, and it
will begin quietly in our own hearts as we begin to ask, What do we believe
about these things?  Do we really believe it?  Maybe when these truths cap-
ture our hearts, they will govern our lives and things will change. May God
so bless us.  
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WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE ABOUT MAN, PART 1

In this series, our focus is the question, “What did Jesus believe in re-
gard to what we commonly call the doctrines of grace?”  These are doc-
trines that we hear about all the time; usually looking at what Calvin said
or what The Westminster Confession of Faith says.  We rarely go to Jesus
Himself and say, “Speak into this discussion.  Speak into this debate.  Help
us hear Your voice.”  On the Mount of Transfiguration, God spoke and
said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Listen to Him!”
Our challenge in this series is to hear Jesus.  We want to hear His voice.
We want to know what He believed, what He taught.  

In John chapter 2, there is an interesting passage where we read at
verse 23, “Now when Jesus was in Jerusalem at the Passover feast, many
believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing.  But
Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them because He knew all
people and needed no one to bear witness about him for he himself knew
what was in man.”

Look at that last phrase.  He himself knew “what was in man.”  Our
focus today is to ask the question , “What did Jesus really believe about
man?”  What did He believe about this doctrine called total depravity
which is typically called the first point of the doctrines of grace?  Jesus was
surrounded by crowds all the time. He taught them, He healed them, He
listened to their needs. But what did He really believe about their spiritual
condition?

What did the Great Physician believe about man’s spiritual health?
What did He believe about man’s capacity to respond to the invitation of
the Gospel?  What would be needed for man to move from a sinful state
to a redeemed state?  Was a little more explanation all that was needed?
Was a little encouragement the missing ingredient?  Was an emotional ap-
peal necessary to seal the deal?  Did man need just a little bit of a nudge
to push him into the kingdom of God? What Did Jesus Believe?

Total depravity is our focus today. What does it mean?  What does it
not mean?  It does not mean that man is as bad as he could possibly be,
or that he is incapable of acting kindly or generously or mercifully toward
others. Common grace does exist. 1 What it does mean is that man’s sin-
fulness penetrates every area of his being, leaving him incapable of doing
spiritual good, in bondage to his sinful nature, and leaving him in a situa-
tion where God must initiate in the spirit of man.  Michael Horton de-
scribes this situation as follows:  “Our fall was complete. Every area of
human life was affected and nothing  created  by God was left untouched.
Consequently the  stain of sin corrupts us  physically, emotionally, psycho-
logically, mentally, morally and spiritually. That doesn’t mean that we are
all brute savages who always carry out every possible evil.  It does mean
that each one of us is capable of doing so.  Further,  it means that there is 
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no hope for human beings to recover themselves or to make amends.
God demands a perfection of the qualities with which He endowed us,
and we are corrupted in every chamber.  No part of us can rescue or heal
the rest of us.” 2

What does it mean to be totally depraved?  Another explanation of
this term is given by a theologian who compared Arminianism and
Calvinism.

First, he stated the popular view of human ability which reflects the
perspective of Arminianism:  “Although human nature was seriously af-
fected by the fall, man has not been left in a state of total spiritual help-
lessness.  God graciously enables every sinner to repent and believe but
He does so in such a manner as not to interfere with man’s freedom.
Each sinner possesses a free will and his eternal destiny depends on how
he uses it.  Man’s freedom consists of his ability to choose good over evil
in spiritual matters.  His will is not enslaved to his sinful nature.  The sin-
ner has the power to either cooperate with God’s Spirit and be regener-
ated or resist God’s grace and perish.  The lost sinner needs the Spirit’s
assistance, but he does not have to be regenerated by the Spirit before he
can believe.  For faith is man‘s act and precedes the new birth.  Faith is the
sinner’s gift to God. It is man’s contribution to salvation.”  That language
may reflect the convictions of your heart.  That language may reflect what
you have grown up believing all your life.  Is that what Jesus believed? 

Compare that view to this view commonly called total depravity or
the first point of Calvinism:  “Because of the fall man is unable of himself
to savingly believe the Gospel.  The sinner is dead, blind, and deaf to the
things of God.  His heart is deceitful and desperately corrupt.  His will is
not free.  It is in bondage to his evil nature.  Therefore he will not, indeed
he cannot choose good over evil in the spiritual realm.  Consequently it
takes much more that the Spirit’s assistance to bring a sinner to Christ.  It
takes regeneration by which the Spirit makes the sinner alive and gives
him a new nature.  Faith is not something man contributes to salvation,
but is itself a part of God’s gift of salvation.  It is God’s gift to the sinner,
not the sinner’s gift to God.” 3

Do you hear the distinctions between the two views? They may ap-
pear subtle to you at some points, but I can assure you this:  What you be-
lieve on the issue that we are dealing with today will have great impact on
your view of salvation.  The question is posed, What Did Jesus Believe
about these things?  That is where we want our focus to be.  The doorway
to this discussion, is found at the end of John 2, where John says, “He
knew all people, for He Himself knew what was in man.” (John 2:24, 25)
You and I don’t know what is in man.  We cannot see into the mind, we
cannot read the heart; we do not know the motivations.  The Lord Jesus
knew what was in man.  And so we want to hear what He believed.  He
wasn’t seduced by large crowds.  He wasn’t impressed by people following
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Him because they had seen miracles.  He knew better.  He knew how
fickle the human heart could be, praising Him one moment, crying “Cru-
cify Him,” the next.  He knew what was in man.  

So “What Did Jesus Believe” about man?  We are going to look at sev-
eral snapshots in John’s gospel and try to come to a conclusion about
what Jesus really believed about man.  John 3 will be our first stop.  

Jesus knew man was not in need of cosmetic treatment, but radical
surgery.  Think for a moment of the difference. Does the patient need cos-
metic treatment, a little touch up here and there, or does he need radical
surgery? Does he need the doctor to give him a prescription, or does he
need the doctor to give him a transplant? In John chapter 3, Jesus is vis-
ited by a man we know as Nicodemus.  In verse 3, Jesus says to him,
“Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the king-
dom of God. “ Notice the words  “he cannot see.”  There is the idea of spir-
itual blindness, a spiritual blindness that can only be corrected by new
birth.  Man is so spiritually blind he will not see the kingdom of God apart
from what Jesus describes as a new birth.  Jesus says in verse 6,  “That
which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.”   Every time a baby is born we always talk about the miracle of
physical birth.  Jesus teaches that there is an even greater miracle.  “That
which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.”  There must be a spiritual birth.  He describes that reality in verse 8,
“The wind blows where it wishes.  You hear its sound, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes.  So is everyone who is born
of the Spirit.” 

We don’t just need outpatient treatment.  We need radical surgery be-
cause of a spiritual blindness.  Jesus warns later in the same chapter that
this is not easy.  According to verse 19,  “This is the judgment, light has
come into the world and people love the darkness rather than the light
because their works were evil.”  He says there is an inherent problem.
People love their evil and hate the light.  Then He says in verse 20,  “For
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to
the light lest his works be exposed.”  The natural man is filled with evil,
hates the light, and does not want to come to the light, because he will be
exposed by the light.  As one writer said, for the same reason that a thief
doesn’t go to find a policeman, the natural man does not come to the light
because he will be exposed in his own darkness.  

How do you think poor Nicodemus felt as he had this conversation
with Jesus?  He may have had great intentions of coming and asking the
Rabbi some questions.  But he had to be scratching his head as he left.  He
had to be thinking through what he had been told.  He had to be thinking
the problem was far greater than he thought.  Maybe he thought,  “If I got
just a little bit of this or a little bit of that, a sprinkle of this or a dusting of
that, everything would be ok.”  Jesus meets him and says,  “You must be
born again.”  19



Jesus said “born again.”  There is spiritual blindness. There is spiritual
hatred. There is evil in the heart of man.  That’s what Jesus believed about
man.  But that is not all he believed.  Turn to John, chapter 5. 

Jesus knew that man lived in a state of spiritual death.  Man lives in
death. That may seem like a contradiction, but man lives in a condition of
spiritual death.  Think with me for a moment.  Some people believe man
is born spiritually healthy.  You may be one of them.  Others think man is
born spiritually neutral, neither good nor bad.  Some admit man is born
with a sinful nature but believe he has the capacity to escape that prob-
lem.  Jesus understood that man is by nature spiritually dead.  John, chap-
ter 5, verse 24 begins, “Truly, truly I say to you…”   (I love it when Jesus
says, “truly, truly.”  It is kind of like a parent using your full name.  Your ears
perk up because you know when you hear that, you better listen.)  “Truly,
truly I say to you whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me
has eternal life.  He does not come into judgment but has passed from
death to life.”  He has passed from what?  Has he passed from neutrality
to life?  Has he passed from threat to life?  No, he has passed from death
to life.  Verse 25,  “Truly, truly I say to you an hour is coming and is now
here when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who
hear will live.”  Now who are the “dead” in this text?  Are they those whose
bodies have been placed in the ground?  Are we talking about the resur-
rection when the dead in Christ will be raised?  No. Jesus is about to talk
about that.  But at this point He says,  “An hour is coming and is now here
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear
will live.”  I believe He is talking about those who are dead now.  I may be
speaking to some dead folk right now.  Spiritually dead. That is what Jesus
was teaching in this passage.  That is what He believed about man.  

It is helpful to remember that there are other authors, and writers, and
confessional standards that reinforce these ideas.  I would call your atten-
tion to The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 6, “Of the Fall of Man
and of Sin and the Punishment Thereof.”  I would urge you to read
through chapter 6 of the Confession.  It speaks about the fall of Adam.  It
speaks about his becoming dead in sin and wholly defiled.  It speaks
about the fact that we are conceived with that nature so that we are born
dead in sin. It speaks about our original corruption where we are utterly
indisposed, disabled and made opposite to all good and wholly inclined to
all evil.  Not very flattering, is it?  Our confession teaches that Adam fell.
His fall brought all of us into a sinful condition and that sinful condition is
not just one of having a hangnail. It is a spiritual depravity.  The catechism
speaks of the estate into which the fall brought all mankind and describes
the estate as one of sin and misery.  Spiritual death is heard from the lips
of Jesus and is reinforced by the words of the Confession and catechism.
But Jesus said more. 

Chapter 6 of John is a very revealing place to read the convictions of 
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Jesus.  Jesus knew that man, despite all his amazing talents and capabili-
ties, lacked the ability to rescue himself.  I stated that carefully:  Jesus un-
derstood that, despite all the amazing capabilities and talents of man,
there is one thing he cannot do.  He cannot save himself.  In our culture,
we are constantly thinking about what man can do.  We are amazed that
men can fly to the outer space and can put all the information of a big
computer on a little chip.  Men can do all kinds of things by the grace of
God, but there is one thing we cannot do.  We cannot rescue ourselves.  It
is impossible for dead sinners to exercise saving grace.  That is the point
Jesus makes.  

By definition, the dead are unresponsive and incapable of acting for
their own good.  In John 6:35 Jesus says,  “I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to Me shall not hunger and whoever believes in Me shall never
thirst.”   We will look at this in more details later, but notice that Jesus
states, ”I am the bread of life.”  Then He promises, “Whoever comes to Me
will never hunger.  He who believes in Me will never thirst. “  It seems so
clear, so simple, but look at the next verse,  “But I said to you that you have
seen Me and yet you do not believe.”  There is a problem here.  Though
Jesus is the bread of life and His promise is sure and true for anyone who
comes, and though any who believe receive, man is not coming and not
seeing. Man is not believing and not receiving.  Why?  The answer is
found in verse 44.  Jesus taught in the midst of this discussion, ”No one
can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.” 

No one can come.  No one has the ability.  It is not just permission to
come, it is the ability to come.  No one can come to Jesus, express saving
faith, unless the Father who sent Him draws them.  Men can make all
kinds of horizontal decisions. They can decide what to wear tomorrow,
what to eat for lunch, and whether to go the speed limit or to break the
speed limit.  One can make all kinds of horizontal decisions, but Jesus is
teaching in regard to the vertical decision of responding to the gospel and
coming to feed upon the bread of life, “No one can come unless the Father
who sent Me draws him.”  If you think I have misinterpreted this verse,
move on to verse 65 where Jesus says, “This is why I told you that no one
can come to Me unless it has been granted him by the Father.”  No one
can come.  Did you hear that?  “Unless the Father draws him.”   “Unless it
has been granted him by the Father.”  

Notice how popular these views were.  “After this, many of His disci-
ples turned back and no longer walked with Him.” (v. 66)  This doctrinal
teaching of Jesus was not received with open arms and applause.  In fact,
many heard and decided, “That’s not my theology.  That’s not the way I
want to think about it,” and walked away.  But this is what Jesus believed
about man.  

Perhaps the clearest indication of what Jesus believed about man is
still yet to be heard.  It is found in John chapter 8.  What Jesus teaches 
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here is that natural man is spiritually enslaved.  The people to whom Jesus
spoke, said, “I’m not enslaved to anybody.” “We are offspring of Abraham
and have not been enslaved to anyone.  How is it you can say,  ‘You will
become free?’” (v. 33)  This is modern man today.  If you go to a friend
who does not know the Lord and say, “You know, I understand that based
upon what the preacher said yesterday, you are spiritually enslaved.”  They
will say,  “You are crazy. You are absolutely crazy, because I can do every-
thing I want to do.”  But what does Jesus say in John 8? He is talking to
the Pharisees of His day.  He is talking to the people who were the most
religious, not the least religious.  He is addressing the crowd that was the
epitome of righteousness to everybody else.  He comes to them, and He
says to them that they are in trouble.  First, their knowledge of Him is in-
sufficient.  They are spiritually ignorant.  “You do not know where I come
from or where I am going.” (v. 14)  “You know neither Me nor my Father.”
(v. 19)  Jesus had obviously not read How to Win Friends and Influence Peo-
ple because He spoke to these Pharisees by proclaiming that they were
spiritually ignorant. Then He moved on and said their readiness to enter
heaven was non-existent.  They were spiritually unacceptable. “I am going
away and you will seek Me and you will die in your sin.  Where I am
going, you cannot come.” (v. 21)  He goes on to say that their citizenship
was not heavenly.  They are spiritually alienated from God because they
are united to Satan.  Verse 23,  “You are from below.  You are of this world.”
(v. 23) Jesus adds,  “You are of your father, the devil.” (v. 44)

Believers are in Christ.  Believers are citizens of heaven.  Believers are
adopted children.  Jesus speaks to these Pharisees and says, “You are from
below.  You are from this world. You are of your father the devil.”  Spiritu-
ally alienated.  Their bondage to sin is pervasive.  They are spiritually en-
slaved.  “Everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.” (v. 34) ”My words
find no place in you.” (v. 37)  Why? Because they have a master and their
master is not the living God.  Their master is the devil.  Their master is
their own passions.  

Then Jesus concludes by saying that their capacity to hear with under-
standing is lacking.  They are spiritually deaf.  “Why do you not under-
stand?  You cannot bear to hear My word.”  (v. 43) They cannot hear His
word with understanding.  “Whoever is of God hears the words of God.”
(v. 47)  The reason they do not hear them is that they are not of God.  Re-
member these were the spiritual religious leaders of His day, yet they
stood dangerously outside the kingdom of God.   

Now, in many other places Jesus speaks of unbelievers. In John 5:40,
He speaks of them as unwilling to respond to grace.  “You refuse to come
to Me that you may have life.”  In John 10:26, He says, “You do not believe
because you are not among My sheep.”

He describes sinners as blind to the knowledge of the true God, sick
and in need of a physician, weary and in need of rest, as debtors with no 
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capacity to pay, condemned with no hope of pardon, proud when they
should be humble.  That’s what Jesus believed.  I remind you that there are
multiple passages in the scripture that would echo what Jesus taught.  Go
to Paul’s statements in Romans 1, 2, and 3.  Hear what Paul said to the
Ephesians in chapter 2:1-3., or to the Colossians in chapter 2, verses 12
and 13, where He said, “…and you who were dead in your trespasses.”

We desperately want to think well of ourselves and others.  We gen-
uinely want to believe that sin is not as serious as it seems, and that we
are not that far from acceptability in God’s eyes.  We want to hope that
crossing over from death to life is a simple step that we can make on our
own time table, by our own power, even at the last minute if necessary.
We have little fear of coming judgment and the wrath of God because we
are convinced that we are pretty good to begin with.  But when we listen
to Jesus, we get a different perspective.  We hear the truth, not wishful
thinking. 

I had an experience several weeks ago that made this point very clear
to me.  We were visiting at our oldest son’s house, and I had the privilege
of holding my precious little two-year-old granddaughter.  She and I have
something special, and I was holding her as she was looking up into my
face with her sparkling eyes. I was looking down into her face, and it
seemed like we were there for an eternity.  I was wondering, “As she looks
up and stares at me, what is she thinking?”  I was fixed on her and she
was fixed on me until finally she broke the ice.  She said, “Grand, you have
hair in your nose.”  I said,  “That’s what has captured your gaze for all this
time? That’s what you have been fixed on as you have looked into my
face?  You’ve been examining the hair in my nose?”  I had hoped it was,
“What a blessed child I am to have a grandfather like you.” 

I think that is a perfect illustration of the way we want to think of our-
selves, and how we want to think of others.  We want to think highly of
others and to believe that this spiritual problem is minimal.  But the truth
is that we all have hair in our noses.  At our very depths, we are spiritually
depraved.  Jesus knows what is in man and it isn’t pretty.  Man is not just
a slight nudge from the kingdom.  His need is not a little information or
motivation or even an invitation.  Man is deaf and must be enabled to
hear. He is blind and must be given sight. He is enslaved and must be
freed.  He is dead and must be brought to life.  This is what Jesus believed. 

That is why the first beatitude is so critical for salvation.  “Blessed are
the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5)  You
have to realize your poverty before you can know His riches.  You must
own your fallen condition, before you can embrace a risen Savior.  You
must come with empty hands and hearts to receive the fullness of the
grace that Jesus offers.  We are totally dependent on the mercy and grace
of God.  

Michael Horton put it this way, “God would be perfectly just, at this 
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point, to pull a sheet over the lifeless corpse of humanity.  He could have
pronounced a judgment about what he clearly warned Adam and Eve
without providing a means of redemption.  Salvation was never a given
and must not be taken for granted by us as though (we are something in
God) in the universe that required God to save us.  Although God’s love
moved Him to reconcile us, His love would not have been violated had He
condemned all of us to an eternity without that love.” 4

That is the beauty of the Gospel, isn’t it?  Though man has a great
need, God has made a greater provision.  Though man is a great sinner,
Jesus Christ is an even greater Savior!

The next question of The Shorter Catechism is, “Did God leave all
mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery?”  I guess He could
have, had He chosen to, but He chose to enter into a covenant of grace
with many to deliver them out of that estate of sin and misery and to
bring them into an estate of salvation by a redeemer.  In each of the four
cases that we looked at in this installment, there is a clear presentation of
the Gospel and a clear invitation to repentance and faith.  “Whosoever be-
lieves on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
“Whoever hears and believes has eternal life.” (John 5:24)  In John 6,
“Whoever comes to Me shall not hunger; whoever believes in Me shall
never thirst.” (John 6:35)  “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
(John 8:36) 

Jesus understood that man’s depraved condition does not nullify the
invitation of the Gospel, it demands it.  Some of you will say,  “But why
speak to the deaf, if they cannot hear?  Why offer life to the dead if they
cannot respond?  Why paint a picture of grace to the blind, if they cannot
see it?  What a waste of time and energy.”  Not in God’s eyes, because the
gospel is itself, the transforming power of God, the healing balm for blind
eyes, the resurrection power for regenerating dead hearts.  It is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to those who are being saved, “It is the
power of God.”  

Don’t ask me to explain how it works, but it does.  Don’t wait until
you figure it out before you believe.  Come now.  If God has given you the
eyes to see your brokenness and the guilt of your own heart, head for
home with nothing but repentance and faith. Know that, like the prodigal
son, God is prepared with an embrace of mercy and a robe of righteous-
ness secured by the blood of Christ.  

It all makes for a terrific movie script.  Imagine for a moment, a village
in Southeast Asia, a village ransacked by an enemy army.  Every last man,
woman, and child has been murdered.  The movie tells the story of one
soldier determined to fight his way through the enemies’ forces to rescue
the villagers.  He faces insurmountable odds until he finally makes it all
the way to the edge of the village where he too dies.  But in this movie,
that soldier is raised from the dead and enters into that village surrounded
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by the dead, proclaiming life.  As he proclaims life, some are raised to life.
Some are raised to live again. That is not just fantasy.  That is not just a
movie script.  That is reality.  For the enemy has been defeated.  Our faith-
ful Savior has conquered death, and all who trust in him share that vic-
tory.  The dead are raised to life, now and for eternity.  With the hymn
writer, I simple say, “Hallelujah, What a Savior.”
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WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE ABOUT MAN, PART 2

[At the time this installment was preached, the Christmas holidays were approaching.]

As you know, we are getting closer to Christmas and that means that
I need your prayers.  I need your prayers because my family likes to go
looking at Christmas lights, and I always get accused of driving too fast.  I
hear from the back seat, “Slow down, slow down.  I haven’t seen it all.”
And it is a constant barrage that I endure.  Going too fast.  

Sometimes I am guilty as charged with going too fast into sermon se-
ries.  We dive into a series, and I know where I want to go, and I want to
get you through it. Sometimes I look back and think I rushed through that
series way too quickly.  I have had thoughts like that recently.  We began
this series entitled WDJB, “What Did Jesus Believe.”   What did Jesus be-
lieve specifically about those things that we call the doctrines of grace or
which some of us like to call the five points of Calvinism?  

We began by looking at what Jesus believed about the nature of man.
It was not terribly flattering.  I would remind you that He said man is spir-
itually blind (John 3), spiritually darkened (John 3).  Man is faced with
spiritual death (John 5), spiritual inability (John 6), spiritual bondage (John
8) and that is just the start. That evidence should be enough to convince
us what Jesus believed about the condition of man.  

I have wondered if we need to pause and reflect a bit more.  To look
below the water line and ask if there are not some other things that could
be said and should be said.  Are there not some perspectives that we need
to understand?  This is a critical point in one’s theological system, and it is
better to get it right and get it straight than to rush on to see more lights
along the way.  So, slow down, pastor, slow down.  Let us look again at
these lights.  In the previous installment, we took our command from the
Mount of Transfiguration where the voice of God said,  “This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased.  Listen to Him.” Listen to Him.  Let Him
speak for Himself.  We want to read what He said.  

This installment’s passage is Mark chapter 2, beginning at verse 13,
“He went out again beside the sea and all the crowd was coming to Him
and He was teaching them.  And as He passed by, He saw Levi, the son of
Alpheus, sitting at the tax booth.  He said to him, ‘Follow Me.’  And he
rose and followed Him, and as He reclined at table in his house, many tax
collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and His disciples, for there
were many who followed Him.  And the Scribes and the Pharisees, when
they saw that He was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to His
disciples, ‘Why does He eat with tax collectors and sinners?’  And when
Jesus heard it, He said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick.  I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners.’”  Listen to that 17th verse again.  “Those who are well have no 
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need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the right-
eous, but sinners.”

I was sorting through the mail the other day, and I was interested in
an invitation to a theology conference, a [2013] theology conference, in a
faraway city, but at a well-known seminary.  I was interested that the focus
of the theology conference was  “The Doctrine of Man.”  This was their ad-
vertising on their brochure:  “Reformer John Calvin wrote that the two
most import things for any person to know are who God is and who man
is.  In order to know God properly one must know the truth about him-
self, and in our day there is much confusion about who man is.  Because
of the seriousness of these questions concerning mankind the faculty and
trustees of our seminary are devoting our 2013 Spring Theology Confer-
ence to the study of what the Bible says about man.”  Sounds like some-
body is asking the same questions we are.  What does the Bible say about
man? We are actually asking the question, “What does Jesus Believe about
Man?”  What did He really say?  What did He really believe?

There are several things that I would like to offer that I believe, based
on the teachings of Jesus, we can say were His convictions.  I would sub-
mit that Jesus believed that the natural man lacks an awareness of and
conviction of personal sin.  I think we could say that man’s predicament is
not simply the impact of sin but the actual denial of it.  An American psy-
chiatrist named Carl Menninger wrote a book entitledWhatever Became of
Sin. I don’t know that he necessarily makes any claims to faith.  He was
just making an observation about the American public.  He asked, “Has no
one committed any sins?  Where indeed did sin go?  What became of it?” 1

Then he tries to offer some explanations.  He says, “Many former sins
have become crimes so that responsibility for dealing with them has
passed from the church to the state, from the priest to the policeman.
Other sins have dissipated into sicknesses, so that in their case  punish-
ment has been replaced by treatment.  A third convenient device called
collective irresponsibility has enabled us to transfer the blame for some of
our sinful  behavior from ourselves as individuals to society  as a whole or
to one of its many groupings.” 2 He asks the question, “Whatever became
of sin?”  He might have said, “When I was a child I heard a lot about sin,
but I don’t hear that much about sin anymore.  Where did it go?” 

The interesting thing about Jesus’ public ministry is that one of the
most difficult tasks He had to face was helping sinners see their sin.  That
is clear in the passage we just read. Jesus comes to a place where He is in
a mixed group of people with some Pharisees and some “tax collectors
and sinners,”  but He is not convinced that the sinners know they are sin-
ners.  He says those who are healthy in their own eyes have no need of a
physician.  “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  Study the
passage in Luke, chapter 7, of the dinner party in Simon’s house.  Into
that dinner party walked a woman from the streets – a sinful woman.  
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Again there was mixed company ---the “squeaky clean” self-righteous
Pharisees and that dirty, sinful woman.  The Pharisees said, “Why is He
talking to her? Doesn’t He know what kind of woman she is?”  Who was
well and who was sick?  The story takes a dramatic turn, and by the end
the sick are forgiven and the well are condemned. 

You know the story of the prodigal son.  There are two sons.  One
squanders his estate in loose living in a far off country, the other remains
at the home working dutifully for the father.  But by the end of the story,
who is sick and who is well?  

In Luke chapter 18, Jesus tells the story about two men going to pray.
One is a proud Pharisee who looks around and prays about himself, “My
God, I’m glad I’m not like all those other people.”  The other man with a
penitent heart says, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”  Who is well, and
who is sick?  What’s the common thread?  Sinful man suffers from a
blindness to his own sin.  That blindness produces an absence of a sense
of spiritual danger which produces confusion about his need of a savior.
That is the culture Jesus entered.  That may be why He opened the Ser-
mon on the Mount with the simple statement, “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

Man must own his own poverty before he can embrace the riches of
God’s grace.  Perhaps the  greatest hindrance to true salvation is a false
hope of self-righteousness.  Consider the letter to the Laodiceans in Reve-
lation, chapter 3.  The writer says, “For you say ‘I am rich, I have prospered,
I need nothing,’  but you don’t realize that you are wretched, poor,
pitiable, blind and naked.”  Who said that?  Those are the words of Jesus
Christ, not in the gospels but in the book of Revelation, and if we are lis-
tening to His voice, we need to hear those words as well.  “I’m ok, you’re
ok,” is not the way of the gospel.  It is a false hope, a self-confident, man-
centered philosophy that leads to destruction.  That’s what Jesus believed.

But what else did Jesus believe and teach? He appeared to believe
that the natural man lacks an awareness of and conviction of approaching
judgment.  Most of us find it difficult to think of judgment as reality.  We
think to ourselves, “Maybe it was all just an idle threat.  Maybe it’s really
just an Old Testament theme.”  Certainly Jesus, meek and mild, kind and
gracious would assure us that all the talk about judgment is all unneces-
sary and ineffective, right? Wrong. Jesus was a frequent preacher of fire
and brimstone. In the Sermon on the Mount, He says, “everyone who is
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment and whoever says, ‘You
fool,’ will be liable to the fire of hell.”  “Better to lose one of your members
than for your body to be thrown into hell.”  “The gate is wide that leads to
destruction and those who enter by it are many.”  “Many will say to Me,
‘Lord, Lord’,  but I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart from
Me.’”  

Jesus didn’t hide anything.  He didn’t apologize for a discussion of the
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subject of hell.  We love the stories Jesus taught.  We love to tell those sto-
ries to our children and grandchildren.  But Jesus’ parables often warned
of the danger of coming judgment.  When was the last time you read to
your grandchildren the parable of the weeds in Matthew, chapter 13?  It
ends this way,  “The Son of Man will send His angels and they will gather
out all lawbreakers and throw them into the fiery furnace and in that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  You might think,
“Well, I’m going to skip over the weeds.  I’m going to go to the parable of
the net.” It ends with the same words,  “The Son of Man will send His an-
gels and they will gather out all lawbreakers and throw them into the fiery
furnace and in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Then I’ll move on to Matthew 25, and we will talk about the talents.  We
want to be faithful servants of the gifts and graces God gives us, and we
want to teach that lesson to our child. It ends with, “and cast the worthless
servant into outer darkness and in that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”  We’ll move on to chapter 25 where it talks about the
final judgment and the separation of the sheep from the goats.  Except it
ends,  “depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels and these will go away into eternal punishment.”  

What do we do now?  We better listen to what Jesus says because He
is serious about this.  We love Jesus’ teaching, but Jesus’ teaching was vivid
and clear.  He told the story in Luke, chapter 16, of the rich man and
Lazarus.  A rich man and Lazarus lived near each other. The rich man
died. He called to God and said,  “I beg you, father, to send Lazarus to my
house for I have five brothers ---so that he may warn them, lest they come
into this place of torment.”  The rich man had died and gone to a place of
torment, and he was crying out, pleading for God to send someone to
warn his brothers.  In Matthew, chapter 23, Jesus spoke to the Pharisees
and said,  “Woe to you Scribes and Pharisees, for you travel across sea and
land to make a single proselyte and you make him twice as much a child
of hell as you are.”  In verse 33, Jesus says,  “You serpents, you brood of
vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell?”  

May I pause just a second and say that I get no real jollies talking
about this.  I get no adrenaline rush by reading passages like this. Maybe I
have failed over the years to make this point clear.  Perhaps I have failed to
make the teachings of Jesus clear to you. I have said all the nice and pretty
things, but I have not said the hard things that are just as true as those
nice and pretty things.  If I have failed you, forgive me.  If I have not set
before you the dangers of coming judgment, I have not shown you the
whole gospel.  When you listen to the voice of Jesus, He says both the nice
things and the hard things; both the comforting things and the uncom-
fortable things.  

R.C. Sproul has written an interesting book entitled, Saved From
What?We talk about salvation, but from what are we saved?  Sproul says 
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one of the great tragedies of our day is that people have dismissed the
danger that awaits the unsaved.  “What every human being needs to be
saved from is God.  The last thing the impenitent sinner ever wants to
meet on the other side of the grave is God.  Woe unto those who have no
savior on the day of wrath. The Bible says that on that day the unbeliever
will scream to the mountains to fall upon him, to the hills to hide him.
People will be looking for refuge from nature itself saying, “ ‘Come, cover
me. Give me a shield.’ ”3 Jesus believed in the reality of coming judgment
and the danger of that reality.  He did not hide it, and neither must we. 

As a result of the first two things, I believe we can say Jesus believed
that the natural man lacks an awareness of and conviction of the absolute
necessity of the gospel.  We live in a day when you can expect people to
say about the gospel,  “If that works for you, that’s fine.  If you like that,
that’s fine.  If you need it, that’s fine.  Just don’t force your views on me or
anyone else.  If it works for you, okay, but don’t act as if it needs to work
for me.”   Was that Jesus’ perspective?  When Jesus  speaks of His mission,
He describes it as the work of deliverance.  In Luke 4, He proclaimed good
news to the poor, freedom to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind,
liberty to those who were oppressed.  In Mark 10, He spoke of His life as a
ransom.  He said He came to seek and to save the lost.  When Jesus spoke
of Himself, He described how He is uniquely able to deliver man from sin.
He said,  “I am the bread of life.  Come to Me that you may not hunger or
thirst again.”  He said,  “I am the light of the world.  Come to Me that you
not walk in darkness.”   “I am the good shepherd who delivers His sheep
from the wolves and the robbers.”  “I am the resurrection and the life who
delivers from death.”   “I am the way, the truth, and the life who delivers
from the wrong way and error and death itself.”  

He claims to be the one, designed and gifted to be the deliverer that
man needs.  When Jesus began to  preach, He called sinners to repentance
and faith.  What was the message that He preached? Mark 1:15 states,
“The time is fulfilled.  The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe
in the gospel.”  Matthew 18 proclaims, “Truly, I say to you, lest you turn and
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5 echoes, “Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  He says there
is a massive problem. The way you are is not sufficient.  The way you are is
not acceptable, unless you turn, unless you believe, unless you become like
a little child, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  When Jesus de-
scribed the believer, He spoke of disciples not deciders.  We live in a time
when people are looking for decisions. Just decide. Make a decision.  It
often doesn’t go anywhere beyond that.  Make your decision and have it all
covered.  But Jesus talked about disciples.  “If any man would come after
Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.  He must
be willing to lose his life to find it.”  Does that sound like a decider to you?
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Two of the most interesting passages in scripture are where Jesus has
evangelistic encounters.  First, there was the woman at the well, and then
Jesus met the rich, young man.  He spoke to the woman at the well about
living water, and she said, “Sir, give me that water to drink.”  So what did
He do?  Did He lead her in the sinners’ prayer?  No, He said, “Go call your
husband.”  He chose to dig into her heart before delivering her from her
sin.  He wanted her to face the full weight of her sin before God.  She
wouldn’t value a Savior until she owned her guilt.  

The rich, young man came to Jesus and said, “ Teacher, what good
thing must I do to have eternal life?”  The man appeared interested and
willing, even eager to receive eternal life.  It looked like a slam dunk for
Jesus.  Just reel him in.  What did Jesus say?  Did He say, “Come.  Quickly
come, before you change your mind?”  He said, “Go, sell, give.  Then come
and follow Me.”  Jesus wasn’t willing to make salvation cheap.  He wasn’t
going to give it to someone in the drive- through lane.  He probed the
heart.  He uncovered idols.  He was a Savior, not a salesman.  

Now, with the woman, the results appear to have turned out well.  It
appears the woman came to faith and many in her village came to faith
through her belief.  In the second case, the results didn’t appear so posi-
tive.  The rich, young man went away sad.  But in both cases, Jesus knew
He had to deal with the human heart.  He still does.  He is committed to
the necessity of the gospel, the real gospel, not a counterfeit.  

I would love to stop here, but it struck me that everything I have
preached so far could easily be preached and proclaimed by an evangelical
Arminian.  I have not said anything yet, that a good evangelical Arminian
couldn’t say; the necessity of gospel preaching, the reality of judgment, the
knowledge of personal sin.  That is what Jesus believed, but that is not all
that Jesus believed.  

I want to restate one of our core convictions from the previous ser-
mon.  The natural man lacks the ability to do the very things he has been
commanded to do to escape the judgment he deserves. That’s where total
depravity strikes home.  It describes man as incapable of doing spiritual
good unless and until God first changes the heart and will.  

Jesus taught that the natural man was a bad tree that produced bad
fruit.  He taught that the natural man needed to be born from above.
Jesus said, “No one can come to Me unless the Father draws him.”  Jesus
said no one can come to Him unless the Father enables him to come.
Jesus spoke of the natural man as flesh, and He said in John 6,  “The flesh
counts for nothing.”  He said in John 6,  “The natural man has no life in
himself.”  In Matthew 11, He said,  “No one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.”  He prays in
John 17, to the Father,  “You have given Me authority over all flesh to give
eternal life to all whom You have given Me.”  Take all of these verses to-
gether, and what do you have?  The natural man does not have the ability
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to do what is required of him to escape the judgment that he deserves.
God must act, and God must initiate, and God must work in the heart and
the will of man.  That’s what we will get to in the next sermon.  That is
what Jesus believed.  There is a greater dilemma than most of us realize
and a greater deliverance than many of us appreciate, complimented by
the fact that the natural man is unable to escape the consequences of his
own sin through his own initiative.  

I remind you of what the Father said on the Mount of Transfiguration,
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.  Listen to Him.”
When did we stop listening to Jesus and start believing what we wanted
to believe?  Why do we apologize for speaking of judgment or calling peo-
ple to repentance as if we have somehow offended them?  Where did our
theological train come off of the track, and how long have we been de-
railed?  When did we decide to make the invitation to salvation a step into
comfort, blessing and pleasure rather than a call to discipleship as a living
sacrifice?  

We have lost a sense of the fallenness of man, and we have forgotten
what our Lord understood about man and was willing to preach to sin-
ners.  The truth of the gospel is our only real hope, but it will not be our
hope until we are convinced it is really needed.  The children’s nursery
rhyme says it well.  “Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty Dumpty had
a great fall.  And all the king’s horses and all the king’s men couldn’t put
Humpty together again.” A great fall, a tragic result.  There was no way of
repair, no way of deliverance.  Humpty was in a hopeless condition.  

The natural man has had a great fall ---an enormous fall into an es-
tate of sin and misery.  The Gospel comes forward and says there is a
means of deliverance.  There is a King who can put man together again,
and He does this with His own life, by His own death, through His own
resurrection and by the grace that He now pours out upon many.  He is
the one who can make it right.  

What would prompt a triune God in eternity past to devise a plan of
redemption for sinful man that required the incarnation of the Son of God
Himself and the painful execution of the Son of God in utter humiliation?
Of all the options available for redeeming sinful man, God sent His Son,
His eternal Son, in human flesh to endure the hardness of life and to bear
the sins of many and to die in utter humiliation.  This is what He did.
Doesn’t this make good sense?  Why would this have been necessary if
natural man was spiritually healthy or even capable of understanding a
simple offer of salvation?  Why would so drastic a plan of redemption be
needed unless, of course, it was the only way to achieve the redemption
desired?  If there had been any other way to achieve redemption, doesn’t
it seem likely that God the Father would not have determined to sacrifice
His own Son, His Only Son?   

Does the price of our redemption not tell us much about the 
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condition of man in a sinful state?  An extreme dilemma demanded an
extreme deliverance, so God sent His Son, because no other lamb would
do.  He had to do that because there were lots of folks who thought they
were well, when in fact they were terminally ill.  They had a sinful spiritual
condition.  They were lost, dead, blind, enslaved, but they didn’t see it.
They didn’t know it, and couldn’t admit it.  They thought they were well
like the Pharisees of the New Testament thought they were fine and
everybody else was sick.  

We sit in church, and we look out at the world, and we say,  “We are
well, they are sick.”  I wonder if God doesn’t say,  “Not so fast.”  Maybe He
looks inside the sanctuaries of churches and sees many who are sick.  He
sent Jesus, not to call the righteous, but sinners.  An extreme deliverance
because of an extreme dilemma.  Are you sick today or are you well?  You
are only well if you are resting in the hands of Jesus, if you are trusting in
the work of Jesus, if you are looking to Him alone for your salvation, if you
have come to the bread of life to eat and drink, to find your rest, if you
come saying,  “Nothing in my hands I bring; only to Thy cross I cling.”
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WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE ABOUT GOD, PART 1

We continue in the series entitled, WDJB.  That is not a local radio sta-
tion.  Those are the opening letters to the words “What Did Jesus Believe.”
We are asking the question WDJB about the Doctrines of Grace.  Was He a
card-carrying Calvinist or was He more of an Arminian or maybe He was
above doctrine altogether?  Our first study focused on Jesus’ view of man.
It is critical to get that piece of the puzzle clearly defined.

What did Jesus believe about man? We used two installments to an-
swer that question.  We spoke of spiritual darkness, spiritual slavery, spiri-
tual blindness, spiritual death and inability.  Jesus’ testimony is clear.  Man
must be born again, born from above, born of the Spirit.  

The natural man is dead in transgressions and sins, but, when the
Gospel goes forth, it is not like proclaiming it in a hospital where people
are capable of responding.  It is more like proclaiming the Gospel in a
cemetery where people are unable to respond.  Does that make the dis-
tinction any clearer to you?   When you think of the world, do you think of
the people of the world as hospitalized or dead?  Now we ask the ques-
tion: Is it hopeless and worthless to preach the Gospel if man cannot see,
hear, or respond? It may seem that way to some, but it isn’t worthless be-
cause God uses the Gospel as the word of life and the Spirit of God
moves through the spoken Gospel to regenerate dead hearts.  The Gospel
is the power of God unto salvation which makes it absolutely necessary!

All of this leads us to the second piece of the Doctrines of Grace puz-
zle which is sovereign election or unconditional election. In some ways,
we are asking, What did Jesus believe about God?  What was His theology
about God and God’s place in the salvation process?  Isn’t that an inter-
esting question to ask?  What did the Lord of Glory, who came to earth as
a man, believe about the plan of God for man’s redemption?  We would
expect Him to have some particular insights into the issue of God’s plan
and God’s role in the salvation of sinners.  If man is radically depraved
and unable to do spiritual good, the only hope of salvation is that God has
determined to initiate, to intervene, to do for man what man cannot do for
himself.  So says The Westminster Confession of Faith,  “All those whom God
has predestined unto life, He is pleased and has appointed an accepted
time, effectually to call by His word and Spirit, out of that state of sin and
death to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ.” (Westminster Confession of
Faith, Chapter X.I)

The Reformed view is distinct from the broad evangelical view which
says God’s choice of certain individuals before the foundation of the world
was based upon His foreseeing that they would respond to His call.  The
Reformed position would state that God’s choice of certain individuals
unto salvation before the foundation of the world rested solely in His own
sovereign will, and those whom He sovereignly elected, He brings 
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through the power of the Spirit to a willing acceptance of Christ.  Do you
see the distinction?  One view says God saw in advance what was going
to happen, and then He made sure it would happen.  The other says that
God from all eternity past determined what was to happen.  This series is
not focused on what our confession says, or what the theologians we
agree with say. We are here to listen to Jesus.

John, chapter 6 will introduce us to our theme of God’s sovereignty in
election.  It is going to reinforce what we said before about man’s condi-
tion, and it is going to introduce us to the character of God, who is man’s
only hope.  Reflect on the thoughts found in John 6:35-40.  “Jesus said to
them,  “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.  But I said to you that you have
seen Me and yet do not believe.  All that the Father gives Me will come to
Me, and whoever comes to Me, I will never cast out.  For I have come
down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent
Me.  And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that I should lose nothing
of all that He has given Me, but raise it up on the last day.  For this is the
will of My Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in
Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

I love John 6 for a number of reasons. One of them is that it speaks an
international language.  This is not Spanish, this is not English, this is the
language of food.  We all love food.  Some of us live to eat, and some of us
eat to live, but we would sing with Oliver,  “Food, glorious food.”  John 6
begins with the feeding of the 5,000. Then it moves on in the passage to a
discussion of the manna in the wilderness of the Old Testament.  In verses
31-33, Jesus introduces this idea of God giving the Israelites manna in the
wilderness, but it doesn’t stop there.  It moves in verse 34 to a request of
the people.  “Sir, give us this bread.”  Give us this bread that You talked
about. That request sets the stage for our Lord’s amazing declaration.
“Jesus said,  “I am the bread of life.”  Eventually Jesus gives us a remark-
able promise,  “If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.”(v. 51)  

The whole chapter is about food.  It is also about eating disorders.  You
have heard a lot about eating disorders today.  It is not something we
talked a lot about when I was a child, but now that I am an adult, we hear
all kinds of conversation about eating disorders.  In this passage, a life giv-
ing bread is offered, and people are refusing to eat.  Verse 36, “I said to you
that you have seen Me, and yet you do not believe.”  By the end of the
chapter the large majority of those invited to eat are leaving the restaurant
without even ordering.  Look at verse 66.  “After this many of His disciples
turned back and no longer walked with Him.”  What is going on?  Why
this connect between a fabulous offer and a refusal to partake?  There has
to be an explanation, doesn’t there?

Join me as we review this passage, and then we will draw some con-
clusions.  Let’s survey the situation and see what is before us.  Notice first,
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the Savior’s incredible claim.  Verse 35,  “I am the bread of life.”   This is re-
peated in verse 48,  “I am the bread of life.”  Go back to verse 32 and notice
how this transpires.  “Jesus said to them,  ‘Truly, truly I say to you, it was
not Moses who gave to you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives
you the true bread of heaven.  For the bread of God is He who comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world.’  And they said to him,  ‘Sir,
give us this bread always.’  And Jesus said,  ‘I am the bread of life.’”  Don’t
overlook this point, the exclusive claim of Jesus Christ is that He is the
bread of life. 

Then notice the Savior’s specific requirement.  What needs to hap-
pen?  Verse 35,  “Whoever comes to Me shall never hunger, whoever be-
lieves in Me shall never thirst.”  There is a coming, there is a believing.
Verse 47 says,  “Whoever believes.”  Verse 51 says, “If anyone eats.”  Verse 53
says, “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you
have no life in you.”  So the passage talks about coming and believing, and
then it develops into eating and drinking.  However you describe it, scrip-
ture says that a response is required, a personal, active, specific response.

Then consider the Savior’s absolute promise. Verse 35,  “Whoever
comes to Me shall not hunger, whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.”
In verse 40,  “Everyone who believes shall have eternal life.”  Consider
verses 49 and 50,  “That one may eat and not die.”  And verse 51, “If any-
one eats, he will live forever.”  Verse 54 states, “Whoever feeds on My flesh
and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last
day.”  Verse 58 promises, “Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”  I
know many of those are repetitious, but I am trying to give you the idea
that Jesus over, and over, and over again, said the same thing.  “I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes and believes, receives.” 

But notice the Savior’s clear perception.  Verse 36, “You have seen Me
and you don’t believe.”  In verse 43, He speaks of their grumbling about
His claims and His person.  In verse 61, He speaks of their taking offense
at what He has said. He concludes in verse 64 saying, “There are some of
you here who do not believe.”  The claim, the response, the promise…but
they are not coming.  It would be as if you picked up the morning paper
today and found an advertisement by a local bank.  Let’s say one of our
local banks put in a full page ad that said,  “On Monday, when we open
the doors, all who come by the branch will be handed a crisp $100 bill.”
That would get your attention, wouldn’t it?  You would think, “Wow! with
Christmas coming up, that would be kind of handy ---a crisp $100 bill.”
Yet, let’s fast forward to tomorrow morning at 9:30, when the doors are
opened.  The parking lot is empty.  Did the advertisement not get in the
paper?  Yes, it was in the paper.  But no one is coming.  The bank employ-
ees are walking around scratching their heads.  If we can understand this
dilemma, think what a greater dilemma Jesus is facing.  Jesus promises
that whoever comes and believes in Him will have eternal life, will never 
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hunger, never thirst again, and He is looking into the faces of people who
are not coming.  There is a problem.  What is the disconnect?  What are
we to think?  The Savior gives us an explanation.  

Why would they possibly resist the offer?  Because more is required
than meets the eye.   What did Jesus believe?  Follow carefully.  Verse 37,
“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me.”  Add that to verse 39, “That I
should lose nothing of all that He has given Me.”  Make a mental note of
that.  He speaks of the Father giving some to Him. Then move to verses
44, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”
Add to that the end of verse 45 which says that, “Everyone who has heard
and learned from the Father comes to Me.”  So first, He speaks of the Fa-
ther giving some to the Son, and then He speaks of the Father drawing
some to the Son.  In verse 63, He acknowledges that “it is the Spirit who
gives life, the flesh counts for nothing.”  Where does life come from any-
way?  It is not the flesh.  It is not because we are wise enough to figure it
out.  It’s the Spirit.  Then in verse 65 He says, “No one can come to me un-
less it is granted him by the Father.”  In three different expressions, Jesus
has said that there is an explanation to the dilemma as to why nobody has
come (to pick up the crisp $100 bill).  They first must be given by the Fa-
ther to the Son, and they have to be drawn by the Father to the Son, and
they have to be enabled by the Father to come.  Jesus understands this,
but it is something that is very difficult for us to see.

Let’s hit the pause button for just a moment to review where we have
been.  There is an amazing claim, “I am the bread of life.”  There is a won-
derful invitation to come, to believe, to eat and to drink.  There is a certain
promise that all who come receive.  There is a surprising paralysis for the
people are failing to come and to believe.  There is a definitive explanation
that to come one must first be given by the Father to the Son, drawn by
the Father to the Son and enabled by the Father to come.  Somehow this
explanation of the Father’s working does not contradict the validity of the
promise to those who come. How do we reconcile this situation?  

My explanation involves what I have called many times before, the
Gospel Iceberg. I don’t know whether you have ever seen an iceberg; I
don’t know that I have ever seen an iceberg, but I have a pretty good idea
what it looks like and so do you.  If you were to draw one, you would
show that an iceberg extends above the water line with a certain amount
of ice, but you would also draw an enormous base that is unseen to the
naked eye.  An iceberg, almost by definition, exists both above the water
line and below the water line, both in what is seen and what is unseen.  

I think this is a picture of the Gospel.  What we see above the water
line is the message proclaimed, even as we are proclaiming the message
today.  It is the offer of hope and eternal life, and it is the response made
by those who hear the offer, and come.  What we see above the water line
is the activity of man in giving and receiving the Gospel, and we celebrate
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that.  We don’t negate that.  We don’t minimize that, but what we fail to
see is the work of God that goes on below the water line.  What goes on
below the water line is that the Father gives some to the Son, and these
the Father draws to the Son, and enables them to come.  But because this
work is out of sight, we tend to disregard it.  

What we don’t see is described in the Catechism by the phrase, effec-
tual calling.  “Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby con-
vincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the
knowledge of Christ and renewing our wills, He doth persuade and en-
able us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us in the Gospel.” (Shorter
Catechism Question/Answer 31)  In other words, God the Holy Spirit does
a remarkable work in the heart of sinful man, below the water line.  He
convinces us of our sin and misery.  He convinces us of our need.  He en-
lightens our minds in the knowledge of Christ.  We begin to understand
who Christ is and what Christ did.  He renews our wills so that we go
from death to life, from stone to flesh, so that we embrace Jesus Christ
freely offered to us in the Gospel.  In fact, when we embrace Jesus Christ
we do so as if we are thinking, “Whosoever will may come.” That is all that
we need to know at that point. We are sinners and Jesus died for sinners,
and we want to know Jesus Christ.  We have heard the Gospel, and we re-
spond to it, not realizing that below the water line, our God, in eternity
past, set His love upon us and gave us to the Son and drew us to the Son
by His Spirit and the word, and enabled us to come freely, as Christ is of-
fered to us in the Gospel.

What did Jesus believe about God and God’s role in salvation?  Obvi-
ously, one passage does not answer all of our questions.  We will look at
others later in this series, but this is how Jesus dealt with the salvation
question.  He was confident that the Father would give, draw and enable
some to come.  He was confident that all who came would receive the
promised blessing.  He was confident that the will of the Father was that,
“everyone who looks on the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal
life and I will raise him up in the last day.”  He was confident of that.

I think one of the most beautiful portraits of Christ is in John chapter
17, where He is praying to the Father.  I am going to feature a portion of
that prayer and ask you to pay attention to the heart of Jesus as He prays
about believers. 

John 17:1, “When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes
to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son that the
Son may glorify You, since You have given Him authority over all flesh, to
give eternal life to all whom You have given Him.  And this is eternal life,
that they know You the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have
sent.  I glorified You on earth, having accomplished the work that You gave
Me to do.  And now, Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the
glory that I had with You before the world existed.  “I have manifested Your
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name to the people whom You gave Me out of the world. Yours they were,
and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they know
that everything that You have given Me is from You.  For I have given them
the words that You gave Me, and they have received them and have come
to know in truth that I came from You; and they have believed that You
sent Me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for
those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.”

I want to say one more thing before I finish.  Verse 35 says, “Whoever
comes, whoever believes.”  What does it mean to come?  What does it
mean to believe?  Is that a quick decision, a spoken vow, an emotional
moment that leaves you relatively unchanged and your life practically
undisturbed?  When Jesus calls disciples, He says, “Come, follow Me, and I
will make you fishers of men.”  Later Jesus said, “If any man would come
after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross and follow Me daily.”
Jesus is not calling us to a one-day-a-week Christianity.  He is not calling
us to sprinkle a little Gospel on our already righteous life.  Jesus describes
coming and believing in John 6, as eating His flesh and drinking His
blood.  Personal, thorough, desperate, life-changing, new creature produc-
ing.  Believing and coming to Jesus is a whole heart response.  

At the end of John 6:66, we read, “after this, many of His disciples
turned back and no longer walked with Him.  So Jesus said to the twelve,
‘Do you want to go away as well?’  Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to
whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life, and we have be-
lieved and come to know that You are the holy one of God.’”  There was a
crisis moment there where the disciples were asked, “Are you going to
leave Me or are you going to stay?”  Peter said, “You have the words of
eternal life, and we have come to know and believe that You are the holy
one of God.  We are all in.”

It is more than just swinging by the drive-through lane of the bank
and grabbing a crisp $100 bill.  It is setting up an account.  It is transferring
funds from an old account to a new one.  It is erasing past debts.  It is es-
tablishing direct deposit, because this new account is going to be active.
The $100 bill is yours for sure, but it creates a new financial relationship
between you and the bank.  Once there was no relationship, but now you
are a part of that bank’s family.  Do you see the point?  It is not just grab-
bing a bill, it is establishing a relationship.  It is described in some of our
hymns this way:  “Just as I am without one plea, but that Thy blood was
shed for me. O, Lamb of God, I come.”  “Out of my bondage, sorrow and
night; Jesus, I come to Thee.  Into Thy freedom, gladness and light.  Out of
my sickness into Thy health.  Out of my want and into Thy wealth.  Out of
my sin and into Thyself; Jesus, I come to Thee.”

Don’t come if you don’t mean it.  Don’t come if you are just going
through the motions.  But, if you see your guilt, if you know your empti-
ness, if you hunger and thirst after righteousness, then eat His flesh and 
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drink His blood.  The hymn says,“I heard the voice of Jesus say,  ‘Behold I
freely give the living water, thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.’  I
came to Jesus and I drank of that life giving stream.  My thirst was
quenched, my soul revived and now I live in Him.”
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WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE ABOUT GOD, PART 2

What Did Jesus Believe?  We are not asking that in some kind of ran-
dom way, but we are specifically applying that question to what theolo-
gians call the “Doctrines of Grace.”  What did Jesus believe regarding the
doctrines of grace?  These are the fundamental doctrines this church
holds, and  we talk about them from time to time and in various contexts,
but, in this particular series, we are looking not at what Paul said or what
Peter said, but at what Jesus said. We have considered Jesus’ view of the
condition of man.  We talked about the idea that man is thoroughly sinful;
that he is dead in transgressions and sins.  Jesus pointed that out in any
number of places in the gospels.  

Then we made the transition into the second doctrine of grace, which
is sovereign election.  What did Jesus teach about the nature of God and
the work of God in the process of salvation?  For both of these, we looked
into John chapter 6, where the gospel is preached, the promise is sure, the
hope is guaranteed, to all who come.  But Jesus said, “You aren’t coming.
You aren’t believing.”  What is the explanation for that?  He said that in
order to come, you must be given by the Father to the Son, and you must
be drawn by the Father to the Son, and you must be enabled to come.  So
Jesus said, though the gospel is legitimately offered to all men, because of
their sinful dead hearts, they will not come.  They are unable to come un-
less the sovereign God first initiates a work in their hearts, enabling them,
drawing them, giving them to the Son.  

Now Paul said it this way in Ephesians chapter 2,  “And you were
dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the
course of this world.  And you were by nature children of wrath like the
rest of mankind, but God, being rich in mercy because of his great love
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.”  That is Eph-
esians 2:1-5.  Paul certainly taught sovereign election.  But this series is
not about what Paul taught. This series is about what Jesus taught and be-
lieved. So return with me to the gospels and see if there are other places
where these things are taught, where my interpretation of John, chapter 6
is supported.  To that end, I want to enlist two passages.  One in Matthew
11, the other in John 17.  Let us do as we were taught on the Mount of
Transfiguration when the voice of God spoke from heaven and said of the
Lord Jesus Christ, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.
Listen to Him.“

Matthew 11:25: “At that time Jesus declared, “I thank You, Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and
understanding and revealed them to little children;  yes, Father, for such
was Your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to Me by My Fa-
ther, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the

41 



Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
Him. Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy,
and My burden is light.”

Shortly after I made my profession of faith in Jesus Christ as my Sav-
ior at the age of 12, I was invited by my pastor to visit him in his office.
He wanted to follow up on the nature of my commitment.  As I talked to
him, he pointed to a very large painting that was on the wall behind his
desk.  He asked me if I noticed anything interesting about it.  Well, I
guessed correctly that the man in the painting was Jesus because it looked
a lot like the man I had seen in a lot of Sunday school literature.  And he
said, “Yes, you are right.  But do you see anything else interesting?”  I said,
“Well, He is standing at a wooded door, His right arm is outstretched and
His right fist is clinched.”  And I said, “It looks like He is knocking at the
door.”  My pastor smiled and said, “You are right.  He is knocking at the
door, but do you see anything else?”  Now the pressure began to build.  I
had seen just about all that I could see. I looked again at that portrait, and
I just remained silent until he said, “Do you notice that there is no handle
on the outside of that door?  That door can only be opened from the in-
side?”  And after a pause he said, “Jesus is a true gentleman entering only
where He is invited in.”  

I do not want to be critical of famous pieces of art or of well-inten-
tioned pastors, but over the years I have reflected much about that portrait
of Jesus.  Is personal salvation basically at the discretion of an individual
sinner who invites Jesus into his heart?  Does Jesus stand patiently at the
door of men’s hearts, knocking until His knuckles become bloody, hoping
someone, somewhere will invite Him in?  Is that really what salvation is?
God makes salvation possible for all, the gospel call goes forth to all, and
God waits for someone, somewhere to answer that call?  That is the view
of many people, many fine people, many well-intentioned people, but I
would ask you, “Is that the view of Jesus Christ?”  That is what we are here
to discern from what He actually taught.

I want to begin in Matthew, chapter 11.  In light of the question of
how salvation happens, listen to the voice of Jesus. I want us to notice
several things in this particular passage.  The first is that this text includes
one of the most famous invitations in the entire Bible.  Verse 28, “Come to
Me, all you who labor and are heavy-laden, …”  How many times have
you heard that invitation given from this pulpit and from others?  It is a
gospel invitation.  Jesus promises, “Come to Me all you that are weary and
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”  It is not really an invitation about
physical rest from a long, hard day.  It is about spiritual rest from a guilty
conscience.  

This text makes another guaranteed promise to all who respond.  
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Notice verse 28,  “And I will give you rest.”  Again in verse 29,  “And you
will find rest for your souls.”

Come and receive. Come, and you will find rest.  It is not that you
may find rest or you might possibly find rest, but if you come, you will find
rest for your souls.  It is similar to what Jesus promised in John 6, “I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to Me will never go hungry.  Whoever be-
lieves in Me will never be thirsty.”  

Notice also the context of this passage.  This verse comes in the con-
text of an awareness of God’s sovereign participation and man’s opposi-
tion to the truth.  If you go back to the beginning of Matthew 11, the
chapter begins with a reference to the ministry of John the Baptist and his
call to repentance which was largely ignored.  Verses 16 and 17 speak of it
this way, “To what shall I compare this generation?  It is like children sit-
ting in the marketplace and calling to their playmates, ‘We played the flute
for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’”
What is He saying?  This generation is like people who are given the
promise of eternal life but ignore it.  They are told the dangers of their
souls, but ignore it.  “We played the flute, and you didn’t dance.  We sang a
dirge and you did not mourn.”  This generation is marked by those who
are unaffected by the call of the gospel.  

The failure of people to repent led Jesus to announce condemnation
on the cities that are mentioned in this chapter.  Beginning at verse 20,
“Jesus then began to denounce the cities where most of His mighty works
had been done because they did not repent.  ‘Woe to you, Chorazin!  Woe
to you Bethsaida!  For if the mighty works done in you had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes.  But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for
Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to
heaven?  You will be brought down to Hades.  For if the mighty works
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this
day. But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for
the land of Sodom than for you.’”    

Jesus’ mighty works were done in these places.  His mighty words
were spoken in these places. But people were not repenting.  People were
not responding.  That is the context of these verses at which we are looking.

It is with that context in mind that this text highlights the activity of
God in the salvation of sinners, especially in verses 25 and 26. Jesus an-
swers some very basic questions.  First, who is God?  Verse 25, “I thank
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth.”  Who is God?  He is the Father.
He is the Lord of heaven and earth.  He is the maker, the redeemer, and
friend.  And what has God done?  “You have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding and revealed them to little children.”  

This sovereign Father, the One who is the Lord of heaven and earth,
has been active.  He has been active hiding spiritual truths from those 
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who were independent and proud and wise in their own eyes. He has
been active in revealing those truths to those who were dependent upon
Him, to those who were open to Him, to those who were not wise in their
own eyes, to those who were humble.  

God the Father has been active revealing His truth to some and hid-
ing it from others.  Consider Isaiah 57,  “I dwell with the contrite and lowly
of spirit in order that I might revive the spirit of the lowly and the heart of
the contrite.”  God says,  “I am going to revive. I will give rest to the spirit
of the lowly and the heart of the contrite.”  

Why has God acted in such a way?  Verse 26, “Yes, Father for such was
Your gracious will.”  Why has God revealed the truth to some and hidden
the truth from others?  It is all a part of His gracious plan, His sovereign
will.  It is all a part of what God had determined to do.  And notice, Jesus
doesn’t complain that God has a will, that God has a plan, that God is act-
ing according to a script.  He says,  “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that You are doing just that.”

This text clearly places the authority and activity in salvation in the
hands of the Father and the Son.  In verse 27, Jesus says, “All things have
been handed over to Me by My Father.”  Jesus makes an  incredible claim
there, which is not only a claim to deity in identifying Himself with the
Father (My Father), but in stating that all authority has come to Him, Jesus
says,  “I am not only deity, I have all authority.”  

Up to this point in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus had demonstrated His au-
thority over Satan and demons and illness and the body; over life and
death.  He had expressed authority to save, to forgive, to judge.  He had
already expressed, and exhibited His sovereignty.  Now He moves into the
area of salvation.  Now His authority pours into matters of the heart.  He
says,  “No one knows the Son except the Father and no one knows the Fa-
ther except the Son.”  There is an intimacy in relationship here that They
know each other so very well.  Then Jesus says,  “No one knows the Father
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him. “
Who knows the Father? Only the Son knows the Father.  But not just the
Son, “anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.”  In the mind of
Jesus, salvation occurs, not when you choose Him, but when He chooses
to reveal the Father to you.  Consider these statements from Jesus’ lips.
John 13:18 “I know whom I have chosen.”
John 15:16:  “You did not choose Me, but I chose you.”
John 15:19:  “But I chose you out of this world.”

Jesus has no hesitation using the language of sovereign grace.  There
is no denying that salvation comes to all who come to Him in repentance
and faith, but the natural man is unwilling and unable to come until God
gives him to the Son, draws him to the Son and enables him to come.
Then he comes freely and willingly to embrace Christ and finds rest for his
soul.
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Our friend, J. I. Packer, has written much about many subjects. I espe-
cially like what he has said along these lines because he has noticed a real
gradual shift in the theological accuracy of the church and sees dangers in
the positions that the church is willing to adopt. 

He warns,  “We have lost our grip on the Biblical gospel. Part of the
gospel is now preached as if it were the whole of that gospel, and the half
truth masquerading as the whole truth, becomes a complete untruth. We
appeal to men as if they had all the ability to receive Christ at any time,
and we speak of Christ’s redeeming work as if He had done no more by
dying than make it possible for us to save ourselves by believing.  And we
speak of God’s love as if it were not more than a general willingness to re-
ceive any who will turn and trust.  And we depict the Father and the Son,
not as sovereignty active in drawing sinners to Themselves, but as waiting
in quiet impotence at the door of our hearts for us to let Them in.” 1

Packer says our theological currency has been debased.  “Our minds
have been conditioned to think of a cross as a redemption which does less
than redeem, of Christ as a Savior who does less than save, and of God’s
love as a weak affection which cannot keep anyone from hell without
help, and of faith as the human help which God needs for this purpose.” 2

I think you get his drift.  Packer would say when it comes to biblical
gospel, the church has exchanged the truth of God for a half-truth that
may be no truth at all.

Now a second passage will hopefully reinforce these ideas as well.
Turn to John, chapter 17.  We have looked at this before.  

Jesus is praying at the end of His ministry, just hours before the cross.
He has this intimate conversation with the Father where He opens His
heart and expresses His thoughts to the Father. Our question is, How
does Jesus speak of salvation at this particular, critical moment?  First,
Jesus states the purpose for which He came to earth.  Verse 1, “Father the
hour has come.  Glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, since You
have given Him authority over all flesh to give eternal life to all whom You
have given Him.”  What is the purpose for which Christ came?  To give
eternal life to all those that the Father had given to Him.  Then Jesus clari-
fies that He has fulfilled His purpose.  Verse 4: “I glorified You on earth
having accomplished the work that You gave Me to do.”  Verse 6, “I have
manifested Your name to the people whom You gave Me out of the world.”  

Jesus affirms the identity of those that have believed to Him. Verse 6,
“Yours they were and You gave them to Me.”  They were the Father’s from
all eternity. They were given to the Son.  In verse 14, Jesus declares, “They
are not of this world, just as I am not of this world.”  They have a new
identity.

Jesus intercedes for these particular people in verse 9, “I am praying
for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those You have given Me,
for they are Yours. Then finally, Jesus anticipates the heavenly fellowship 
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He will enjoy with those given to Him by the Father.  Verse 24, “Father, I
desire that they also, whom You have given Me, may be with Me where I
am to see My glory given Me because You loved Me before the foundation
of the world.”  He is praying that the Father will gather the people in glory
that they may see the glory He had before the world began.  

What a remarkable way for the Son of God to talk about God the Fa-
ther’s role in the salvation process!  Repeatedly, He says, I have given eter-
nal life to those You have given Me.  They were Yours, but You gave them to
Me, and I have manifested Your word, Your truth to them. I pray for them,
and I look forward to the day when we will be together in glory.  

The point of these passages is to uncover what Jesus believed about
the Father’s role in salvation.  Does God react to man’s initiative, or does
He take the initiative which enables man to respond?  The common view
of salvation is that God waits at the door of our hearts hoping someone,
somewhere, sometime will let Him in.  But the scripture reminds us that
we should look very carefully at how salvation ultimately happens.  

God, speaking to Isaiah, said,  “For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are My ways your ways, for as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts
than your thoughts.”  You might want to say, “But God, doesn’t it make
more sense to describe it this way?”  After you babble for a time before
God, he will repeat, “My thoughts are higher than your thoughts and My
ways are different from your ways.”  

Paul looks at salvation from God’s perspective in I Corinthians, chap-
ter 1:  “For consider your calling brothers.  Not many of you were wise ac-
cording to worldly standards. Not many were powerful, not many were of
noble birth, but God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise.
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring
to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God.  And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who be-
came for us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and re-
demption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.’”  “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus.”  

What is unclear about that?  “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus.”
If you are in Christ Jesus, it is because of Him.  Let us not be satisfied with
a man-centered view of salvation when the Lord describes salvation in a
God-centered way.  Let us not accept a popular view of salvation because
it makes more sense to us, even when it fails to square with what the
scriptures teach.  We don’t have to have it all figured out.  We don’t have to
have all of our questions answered.  Let us join Paul in humbling our-
selves before the awesome wisdom and grace of God.  Let us guard our
hearts from any intellectual pride which will keep many out of heaven. 

Do you recognize the name Frances Thompson?  He studied to be a 
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priest, but never finished. He studied medicine, but flunked out.  He
joined the military, but was let go after one day.  He became an opium ad-
dict in London.  But he couldn’t escape a sense of God’s persistent love for
him.  In the midst of his despair, he wrote the famous poem,  “The Hound
of Heaven,” describing the relentless pursuit of God for a sinner in desper-
ate need of grace.  Part of the poem expresses, “How little worthy of any
love you are.  Whom wilt thou find to love ignoble thee, save me.  Save
only me.  All which I took from thee I did but take, not for thy harm, but
just that thou mightiest see it in my arms.  Rise, clasp my hand, and
come.” 3

“The Hound of Heaven” called a miserable, hopeless sinner.  Does
your salvation exalt the Hound of Heaven or a gentle, patient God who
knocks at the door of your heart incapable of getting in?  Certainly believ-
ing in sovereign election does not eliminate the command to repent and
believe.  It establishes the necessity of that command.  Packer says to the
question, “What must I do to be saved?”  The gospel replies, “Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ.”  It means knowing oneself to be a sinner and
Christ to have died for sinners.  You may ask yourself, “But how am I going
about believing on Christ and repenting if I have no natural ability to do
these things?”  Packer says, “Look to Christ, speak to Christ, cry to Christ.
Just as you are, confess your sin, your penitence, your unbelief.  Cast your-
self on His mercy.  Ask Him to give you a new heart, working in you true
repentance and firm faith.  Turn to Him and trust in Him as best you can
and pray for grace to trust more.” 4 

The old gospel, according to Packer, “is proclaimed in the Christ to
whom it testifies. It is not passively waiting for man’s decision as the word
goes forth, but is omnipotently active, working with and through the word
to bring His people to faith in Himself.” If you are not in Christ, I plead to
you to come to Christ, to humble yourself, to plead with Him. As you do,
you can be certain that the Spirit of God will draw you and equip you and
enable you to have that gift which you so desperately need.  

After dealing with many of the objections and questions raised
against sovereign grace, Paul in Romans 11 simply put it this way, “O the
depths and riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God.  How unsearch-
able are His judgments, how inscrutable His ways.  For who has known
the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counselor?  Or who has given
a gift to Him that He might be repaid?  For from Him, and through Him
and to Him are all things.  To Him be glory forever.  Amen.”  May we bow
before a sovereign God and confess that our salvation is from Him and
through Him and to Him.  It is truly because of Him that we are in Christ
Jesus.  Salvation is, indeed, of the Lord. (Jonah 2:10)
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WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE ABOUT HIMSELF? PART 1

As we entered this series, we looked first at Jesus’ view of man’s con-
dition ---His understanding of man’s spiritual depravity and spiritual in-
ability.  Then we considered Jesus’ view of God’s role in salvation: Is God
simply an interested spectator or an active participant? Has God gra-
ciously made salvation possible, or has He actually set His affection on
some? 

Now we look at Jesus’ understanding of His own identity and mis-
sion.  Who is He?  Why did He come, and what did He do?  The church
has debated the person and work of Jesus for centuries.  Councils have
been called, creeds have been written, heretics have been excommuni-
cated.  Why?  Because it’s important to get this right. 

We need to see how Jesus describes His unique person and His spe-
cific work in the tenth chapter of John’s gospel.  Almost the entire chapter
is given in the context of sheep and shepherding.  I doubt that there are
many of us raised in that industry, but I trust we have a good enough idea,
after the reading that we have done, to appreciate this language of sheep
and shepherding. 

What is it that Jesus believed and taught?  First, Jesus taught that He
was the true shepherd in the midst of false shepherds.  He described a
world in which there are many false shepherds, and He said He is the true
one.  We will find in life that, for everything real, there is a counterfeit.  For
everything true there is an error.  When Coke (Coca-Cola) calls itself  “The
Real Thing,” it is saying there are a lot of imitators out there that aren’t the
real thing.  Jesus, in verse 1, speaks of a thief and a robber.  He speaks in
verse 5 of a stranger.  He speaks in verse 12 of a hired man.  All of these
phrases are describing false shepherds. If you go back into John 9, He is
probably describing the Pharisees that have been trying to meddle with
Him and make life difficult for Him.  There are many leaders that we will
face who will want us to follow them and listen to them and support them
and help them and trust them, but know this ---there is only one true
shepherd.  He is, according to verse 2, “the shepherd of the sheep” ---the
legitimate, faithful, reliable shepherd.  He says in verse 11, “I am the good
shepherd.” 

If you have read any of Philip Keller’s works,  “A Shepherd Looks at
the Twenty-Third Psalm” or “A Shepherd Looks at the Good Shepherd,”
you will realize that this idea of a shepherd and sheep is critical to every-
thing he writes. The most important distinctive of any sheep, of any lamb,
is not its size or its color or its coat, but its shepherd.  The shepherd makes
all the difference in the world to any lamb. 

Secondly, Jesus taught that as the true shepherd He has a special rela-
tionship to His sheep.  Likewise a shepherd is not known by his social sta-
tus or his college degrees or his impressive credentials.  He is known by 
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the relationship he has with his sheep, its intimacy, its thoroughness, its
depth.  Read how Jesus describes His relationship to His sheep:  First, He
owns them, verse 3;  “He calls his own sheep,” and verse 4, “his sheep are
all his own.”  Notice in verse 12, “the hired hand who does not own the
sheep.”  The difference between the true shepherd and the false shepherd
is that the false shepherd does not own the sheep. The true shepherd
owns his sheep.  He not only owns them, he knows them by name, verse
3, “He calls his own sheep by name.”  It’s amazing how intimately the
shepherd knows his sheep.  If you read Keller’s books, you will find that
there is this unbelievable connection between the shepherd and the
sheep.  The shepherd knows each sheep by name.  They may all look the
same to us, but not to the shepherd.  He knows them because, verse 3,
“He calls them by name.”  Jesus calls by name.  He called Matthew by
name, He called Zacchaeus by name, He called, “Lazarus, come forth.”  In
the garden after His resurrection, He said, “Mary.”  He calls His own by
name.  His sheep hear His voice and they follow Him.  That is what verse
3 says.  “The sheep hear his voice.”  Verse 4, the sheep “follow him, for they
know his voice.”  They have an uncanny ability to detect, to discern the
voice of their shepherd and not the voice of the false shepherd.  In fact,
the sheep refuse to follow any other.  Verse 5, “a stranger they will not fol-
low, but they will flee from him for they do not know the voice of
strangers.”  Sheep may stumble and sheep may wander, but ultimately, the
shepherd keeps the sheep so that they are not lost. 

It is interesting to note according to verse 6, that this teaching was not
clearly understood.  “This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they
did not understand what He was saying to them.”  So Jesus continued. He
didn’t back down.  He turned up the heat.  He taught that He was the
only way to abundant life.  He said, “Let Me tell you what I am talking
about.  I am talking about life, and abundant life.”  He gave no other op-
tions.  Verse 8, “All who came before Me are thieves and robbers.”  Verse 10,
“The thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy.”   There is no
other way to an abundant life.  He is the door to life.  Verse 7, “I am the
door of the sheep.”  Verse 9, “I am the door.”  Get it straight.  “I am the
door.  I am THE door.”  He promised abundant life to all who came to
Him.  Verse 10, “I came that they might have life and have it abundantly.”
Consider verse 9, “If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will go in
and out and find pasture.”  So to those who were confused about what He
had been saying about false shepherds and the true shepherd, He says,
“Get it straight!  There is a way to life.  There is a way to abundant life.
There is a way to salvation, and I am the door and there is no other way.”

Furthermore, Jesus taught that as the true shepherd He would be
willing to sacrifice His life.  Verse 11, “I am the good  shepherd.  The good
shepherd lays down his life.”  And verse 15,  “And I lay down My life.”  And
verses 17 and 18, “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down
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My life that I may take it up again.  No one takes it from Me, but I lay it
down of My own accord.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have au-
thority to take it up again.”  Five times in this text, He speaks of Himself as
“laying down His life.” He is the good shepherd who is willing to lay
down His life.  When Keller writes about this, he quotes Isaiah 40,  “He
shall feed His flock like a shepherd.  He shall gather the lambs with His
arm and carry them in His bosom and gently lead those that are with
young.”  Keller says, “As often as I let my mind wander back to the great
storms and blizzards that we went through on my ranches, I recall scenes
full of pathos and power.  Again and again, I would come home to our
humble cottage with two or three tiny, forlorn, cold lambs bundled up
against my chest.  They would be wrapped up within the generous folds of
my big, rough wool jacket.  Outside hail, sleet, snow and chilling rain
would be lashing my face and body, but within my arms the lambs were
safe and sure of survival.  Part of the great compensation for enduring the
blizzards, fighting the elements and braving the storms was to pick up
those lost lambs, and as I picked them up I realized in truth I was taking
up my own life again in them.  My life that had been completely ex-
pended, freely, gladly, on their behalf.” 1 Jesus went into the cold, to the
lost dark world, and lay down His life, willingly, voluntarily.  

It is here that we finally get down to the nitty gritty. All of this has
been preparation for this point: Jesus taught that He would give His life
on behalf of a definite group of sheep.  Verse 11,  “I am the good shepherd
who lays down His life for the sheep.” Verse 14,  “I know My own, and My
own know Me.”  Verse 15, “And I lay down My life for the sheep.”  Verse 27,
“My sheep hear My voice and I know them and they follow Me.”  There is
a strong sense in this passage that Jesus is not talking about randomly,
generally laying down His life for some unnumbered, unknown sheep.
He is talking about those He owns, those He calls, those who hear and
follow.  He calls them, “My sheep.”  He says, “I lay down My life for those
sheep.”  

In the next installment, we are going to look at a number of other
passages which make this point, but for now, I would just like to quickly
detour into the other gospel writers and make sure you realize that this is
not just a “John thing.”  Matthew says it this way, “He will save His people
from their sins.” (1:21)  In Mark (10:45) we read, “The Son of Man came
not to be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Luke says it this way, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited
and redeemed His people.”  The good shepherd loves and calls His sheep
and lays down His life for His sheep.  

Just when we begin to feel uneasy with the limitation of God’s grace,
Jesus adds an interesting perspective. He teaches that additional sheep
would be added to that fold.  Verse 16, “And I have other sheep that are
not of this fold.  I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice.” 
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It is as if He sees the end in sight and understands that there are
many more yet to call.  Note that He says, “I have, I own.”  Not I want
them or I need them, but I have them.  Some of my sheep are out there,
and He says,“I must.  I am on a mission.”  It is not, “I decided to,” or “it’s
optional.”  He states,“They will listen.  They will be one flock.”  There is a
certainty to what He says.  Where does that certainty come from?  It has
been decreed.  They have been given to Him, and now He, the good
Shepherd, is gathering the given. (I made that up.) He is gathering the
given.  Think of it that way.  The Father gave them to Him, and now as the
good shepherd He gathers them.  Again, note the confusion and the
mixed reaction that comes in verses 19 and 20.  “Again a division arose
among the people and the Jews.  Many of them said, ‘He has a demon.’
Other said, ‘These are not the words of a man oppressed by a demon.’”
Those reactions did not surprise Jesus or bewilder Him at all. 

Finally, He taught that there was a significant difference between His
sheep and those who were not His sheep. It was almost as if He expected
there to be confusion and division and perplexity because He knew there
would be some in the crowd who were His sheep and some in the crowd
who weren’t His sheep.  Those who weren’t His sheep, did not get it.  They
did not understand.  Verses 22–26, speak of them.  Jesus was walking in
the temple of the Colonnade of  Solomon and the Jews came around
questioning Him, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the
Christ, tell us.”  Jesus responded, “I told you.  You don’t believe, but the
works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about Me.”  Then notice,
verse 26, ”But you do not believe, because you are not among My sheep.”
Notice, He does not say, “Because you don’t believe, you are not My
sheep.” Jesus says, “Because you are not My sheep, you do not believe.”

On the other hand, those who were His sheep receive incredible ben-
efits.  Verses 27–29, “My sheep hear My voice and I know them and they
follow Me.  I give them eternal life and they will never perish and no one
will snatch them out of My hand.  My Father who has given them to Me is
greater than all and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s
hand.”  “My sheep.”  Let that sink in.  “My sheep hear My voice.”  They are
known and loved by Me.  They are enabled to follow Him into eternal life.
In verse 28, they receive eternal life, and they are promised security in
Christ.  And in verse 29, they cannot be separated from the Father.  Why?
Because, “My Father who has given them to Me is greater than all.”  

We are back to sovereign election. This sense of identity and security
is an echo of what Jesus had expressed in John 6.  Listen to what He said
in verses 37–39, “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and who-
ever comes to Me I will never cast out, for I have come down from heaven,
not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me and this is the
will of Him who sent Me… “  This is the will of the Father for My life.
“That I should lose nothing of all that He has given Me, but raise it up on
the last day.” 51



Let’s review what we have said.  Jesus, the good shepherd, owns a
flock. These sheep were given to Him by the Father.  Jesus laid down His
life for these sheep.  Because they belong to Him, they hear and they come
and they follow and they are given eternal life, abundant life, and are
guarded by the power of God.  Those who are not His sheep, who were
not given by the Father to the Son, do not express faith in Him or respond
to the voice of the shepherd.  Is this not the clear, natural reading and in-
terpretation of John 10?

I am sure, before the most difficult dive an Olympic diver could make,
he or she stands on the platform and takes a huge deep breath or two,
stepping back thinking about what is before him.  There are times when
we talk about these subjects that we need to take a deep breath and really
think about what we are saying and try to appreciate the importance of
these truths.  There are three things that I would want you to remember
from what I have said.  

First, that the doctrine of particular redemption is at the very heart of
the Gospel.  We are not talking about making a mountain out of a mole
hill.  We are not splitting hairs.  We are talking about the very essence of
the Gospel.  Packer said it this way, “We have not seen the full meaning of
the cross until we have seen it as the center of the Gospel flanked on the
one hand by total inability and unconditional election, and on the other
by irresistible grace and final preservation.  For the full meaning of the
cross only appears when the atonement is defined in terms of these four
truths.  Christ died to save a certain company of helpless sinners upon
whom God has set His free saving love, and Christ’s death insured the
calling and keeping, the present and final salvation of all whose sins He
bore.  That is what Calvary meant.  The cross saved.  The cross saves.  This
is the heart of true evangelical faith.” 2

Secondly, this doctrine of particular redemption displays the unity of
the Trinity in the drama of redemption.  There are some theories that set
the members of the Trinity against each other in terms of what they were
trying to accomplish.  This particular doctrine displays the unity of the
Trinity.  If you look at verse 30, Jesus closes the passage by saying, “I and
the Father are one.”  In what way one?  Not one in person.  They are two
distinct people, two distinct persons, but one in purpose, in mission, in
focus, in mind.  “I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will,
but to do the will of Him who sent Me.”  

Michael Horton explains it this way,  “Before the world existed, the
scriptures tell us, God selected a large number of people out of the hu-
manity He would create, to be His sons and daughters.  God set His eter-
nal gaze upon them.  And this work of Christ is based on the covenant
between the Father and the Son establishing the Son as the head and
trustee of the Father’s new people.  And because of this particular rela-
tionship of the covenant to the will of the Father in salvation, Christ’s 
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atonement is called the blood of the eternal covenant.” 3 In other words,
the Father chose before the world began and gave a people to the Son as a
love gift, and the Son entered history in order to purchase the salvation of
His people by offering an acceptable sacrifice in their place.  The Spirit
then draws, giving the gift of faith to those given by the Father to the Son
---the unity of the Trinity.

Thirdly, the doctrine of particular redemption expresses most faith-
fully the biblical view of salvation.  Packer writes, “It is Calvinism that un-
derstands the scriptures and their natural meaning, that keeps to what
they actually say, that insists on taking seriously the biblical assertion that
God saves and that He saves those whom He has chosen to save and that
He saves them by grace without works, so that no man may boast.  And
that Christ is given to them as a perfect savior and their whole salvation
flows from the cross and that the work of redeeming them was finished at
the cross.” 4

Then, as if he needs to say anything else, Packer says, “The Bible sees
the cross as revealing God’s power to save, not as impotence.  Christ did
not win a hypothetical salvation for hypothetical believers, a mere possi-
bility of salvation for any who might possibly believe, but a real salvation
for His own chosen people.” 5 This doctrine expresses most faithfully the
Biblical view of salvation. 

In the next installment of this series, I will address some of the natural
questions and objections that surface when one begins to think about this
doctrine, but I would leave you with these two basic thoughts:

Since we don’t know who God’s sheep are, we still proclaim the truth
of eternal life to all men.  Even verse 9 of our text says,“If anyone enters
by Me, he will be saved.”  We do not know who the sheep are.  They are
not marked for us.  So the gospel call goes out into the whole world.  Re-
member those truths I stated at the beginning?  All men are sinners and
deserve judgment.  God loves the world and sent a deliverer.  Jesus died to
pay for sin.  The Gospel must be proclaimed to the world.  Those who be-
lieve are saved, those who reject are lost.  Those statements are true.  They
are just not all that is true.  But they are true, and we need to proclaim that
message to the world.  In fact, the very last verse of this entire chapter
reads, “And many believed in Him there.”  Despite all of the confusion and
all of the opposition and all the division that swirled through this chapter
through the speaking and the teaching of the truth, many believed.  So we
must proclaim this truth that those may hear and believe.

Finally, if you have come to faith in Jesus Christ, let that truth humble
you.  God in eternity past gave you to the Son, and the Son gave His life
to pay the penalty of your guilt. You have a good Shepherd who holds you
in the palm of His hand and anticipates the time when you will fellowship
with Him in glory.  This ought to be the most humbling truth that could
ever be spoken.  We teach our children, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for 
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Bible tells me so.”  We want that to mean something to our children.  Then
we watch as they mature in life, and they get attracted and interested in
the things of this world.  That simple statement, “Jesus loves me, this I
know,”means little or nothing to them because it has been stifled by the
world.  It means nothing until the grace of God penetrates their hearts
and they begin to see the beauty of the Gospel.  Then that simple state-
ment, “Jesus loves me, this I know,” comes to mean everything.  We
wanted it to mean something, we saw when it meant nothing. But, by the
grace of God, it comes to mean everything. 

Does it mean everything to you?  Can you say, “Jesus loves me, this I
know for the Bible tells me so?”  The true shepherd has laid down His life,
has called me by name, I’ve heard His voice and I follow Him.  When He
went to that cross, in some unbelievable way, my name was on His heart.
My name was in His mind.  As Wesley simply put it: 

“Amazing love, how can it be, 
that thou my God should’st die for me?”  

If this doesn’t move you, nothing will.
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WHAT DID JESUS THINK ABOUT HIMSELF  PART 2

We are engaged in a sermon series entitled, “What Did Jesus Believe”
and specifically  “What did Jesus believe about the doctrines of grace?”  We
know that these doctrines are addressed in a variety of places throughout
the scripture, but in this particular study we are listening to the voice of
Jesus. In this installment, we want to return to that series and hear more
from the Lord as He talks about Himself.  He has talked about man and
man’s condition.  He has talked about God and God’s sovereignty. The
third point of the doctrines of grace focuses on the person and work of
Christ: Who is He, what has He done, and what did it achieve?  We want
to review that particular theme as we look at a number of passages.  One
of them will be Mark chapter 10, verse 45.  Hear the word of the Lord.
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and to give
His life as a ransom for many.” These are familiar words.  The Son of Man,
the Lord Jesus, is speaking about Himself.  He says He came not for oth-
ers to serve Him, but for Him to serve others, specifically in the work of
giving His life as a ransom for many.

[There are community groups that meet regularly at our church.] The dan-
ger of going to community groups is that you might actually learn some-
thing. Recently at my community group, I learned something. Maybe I
didn’t learn it, but maybe I was simply reminded of something that I
should have already known. Each person has his own journey into the
doctrines of grace. No two people are alike. If you poll your community
group and ask the question, “How did you come to hear, to know, to em-
brace the doctrines of grace?,” you will find quite a variety of reactions.  We
actually had a couple who said,“I was born into it.  It was taught from my
childhood. I heard it every day. I heard it every week in church, and I have
grown up believing it. I accept that, and I really don’t understand why every-
one else doesn’t accept it and believe it, because that is my experience.” 

But the majority of us would admit that we come from backgrounds
where we had to struggle with our theology.  We were probably exposed
initially to some form of Arminian theology, and we were thankful for that
and happy in that. Then we began to be exposed to and introduced to
some of these doctrines. It is a challenge, it is uncomfortable, it is some-
thing that sometimes takes a long time to embrace. It may take a life-time
to really come to a point of accepting these doctrines.  It is not an easy
task, and there are no simple answers.  

What does that teach us?  It teaches us that we should exercise ex-
treme patience with those who are yet on their journey.  We should offer
loving encouragement to those who may still be questioning on their jour-
ney.  We should never appear to look down on those who haven’t em-
braced the details that we have embraced.  We should not apologize for
declaring what we believe the scriptures teach, but we may have to 
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apologize for the way we have communicated those truths to others.
Previously we addressed the doctrine called “definite atonement.”  It

declares that when Jesus died on the cross, He accomplished redemption
for a specific number or group of sinners which in John 10, go by the
name“the sheep.”  This view differs from the broadly evangelical teaching
of Arminianism, which believes that Jesus died for the sins of every man at
all times.  I hope you are beginning to see that in one system salvation ul-
timately depends upon God, His grace, His choice, His work, while in the
other system salvation depends upon man responding to what God has
provided, whether the sinner will appropriate what God has made avail-
able. If you look carefully, you will see that in the second view it is possible
that Christ died in vain, that He died for nothing, because it depends
upon man’s interest in and reception of God’s grace.

What I want to do is examine this doctrine of definite atonement one
more time, hoping that by approaching it again we can see it more clearly
and understand what it means as well as what it does not mean.  I have
been trying to rely almost exclusively on what Jesus said.  I will confess to
you today that I will go beyond that because what I want to do is put
some layers around what Jesus said to help us understand what He
taught. There are several perspectives that I hope to clarify this morning,
and I would hope that these will assist you in your understanding of this
doctrine of definite atonement.

The first perspective is that there are many Biblical passages that
speak of the recipients of saving grace in a limited or definitive way.  There
are passages all through the Bible which speak of what Jesus did on the
cross, and they speak of it in terms of a limited or definite audience. In the
gospels we have passages like Matthew 1:21, where the angel says to
Joseph, “You shall call His name Jesus because He will save His people
from their sins.”  That’s an angel speaking.  In Matthew 24, Jesus said, “For
the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.  He will send out His an-
gels and they will gather His elect.”  Jesus spoke freely of there being some
group of people called the elect.  In the upper room in Matthew 26:28, He
says, “For this is the blood of the covenant which is poured out for many.”
Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son of man came not to be served, but to
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  In Luke’s gospel,
Zechariah’s prophecy is heard in chapter 1, “Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people.” In Luke 18:7, “And
will not God give justice to His elect?”  In John’s gospel, we have already
looked at several passages. In John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lay down His life for His friends.”  Then Jesus speaks to
His disciples, “You are My friends.”  In John 17:9, Jesus prays, “I am not
praying for the world, but for those, Father, You have given Me.” In the
words of Jesus, there are multiple references where He describes His work
with the intended audience of a definitive group. 
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We hear the truth of definite atonement in many other places. In Ro-
mans 5, Paul declares, “While we were still weak, at the right time, Christ
died for the ungodly, but God shows His love for us in this while we were
still sinners Christ died for us.”  In Ephesians 5:25, Paul writes to husbands
and says, “Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself up for her.”  He gave Himself up for whom?  For the church.  Acts
13:48, “And as many as were appointed unto eternal life believed.”  Paul
speaks to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:28, “Pay attention to yourselves
and to all the flock of which God has made you overseers.  Be shepherds
of the church of God, which He bought with His own blood.” God pur-
chased something with His blood - the church of God. 

Hebrews 9:28 states, “So Christ having been offered once to bear the
sins of many...”  It is an echo of Isaiah 53:12, “Yet He bore the sins of
many.”  In the natural discussion of the work of Christ, the recipients of
that blessing are often described in a particular way or in definitive lan-
guage.  That is a point worth noting.

Obviously you may be thinking, “But pastor, what about all those
verses that speak of the world, or say whosoever, or use the words anyone or
all?  How are we to understand those verses?”  That is a very fair question.
That question deserves a thoughtful reply.  Here is how I would answer.  I
would say that care must be exercised when interpreting the words of
scripture so that you do not assume a definition of words that may not be
accurate.  We see a word, and we apply a definition, but it is not always
that simple.  For instance, in the Gospel of John alone there are at least
ten different ways that the word “world”, cosmos, can be interpreted or is
used.  Here is one Greek word with ten potential uses.  Great caution
must be exercised in coming to that word and not assuming automatically
that it means x or y, or a or b.  In John, chapter 1, verse 10, the word “cos-
mos” speaks of the created universe. “He was in the world and the world
was made through Him.”  John 7:7, the world is humanity minus believers,
“The world cannot hate you,” Jesus says, “but it hates Me.”  Who hates
Him?  The world minus believers.  In John 12:19, the world can refer to a
large group.   “Look the world has gone after Him.”  What is being said?  A
large group of people, a lot of people, an amazing group of people have
gone after Him.  In John 12:31, the system of the world is what is being
referred to.  “Now is the judgment of this world, now will the ruler of this
world be cast out.”  The ruler of this world’s system and philosophy. 

Those are 4 of the 10 possible meanings of the same Greek word.  Just
because a word is used, we cannot automatically assume its definition.
We have to look more carefully.  We have to allow scripture to interpret
scripture.  We must appeal to the context of the passage to see how the
word is being used in that particular place.  To understand that, let me
take several passages and help you see that there is an answer aside from
what might be the obvious answer.  Isaiah 53:6, “The Lord laid on Him the
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iniquity of us all.” Now, whose iniquity was laid on Jesus?  What does“all”
mean in that context?  Does “all” mean every man who ever lived?  If you
read the context, it will tell you that there is a group of people that have
been healed.  “By His stripes, we have been healed.” It talks about a people
that now have peace. “The chastisement of our peace was upon Him.”  It
tells you in that text that “He was stricken for the transgression of My peo-
ple.” In verse 12, “He bore the sin of many.”  So the word “all”, by the con-
text, is more clearly defined as a particular group which receives the
benefit of their iniquities being laid upon Christ. 

I John 2:2 is another classic passage. “Jesus is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”  Well,
that pretty much says it, doesn’t it?  Whatever “propitiation” means, it’s
applied to the sins of “the whole world.”  Is John trying to make the case
for an unlimited, even universal atonement?  What are we to say?  We re-
mind you that the New Testament is often written to convince Jews that
they are not the only recipients of the grace of God.  In many of the epis-
tles of Paul, the unspoken purpose is to help the Jews realize that believ-
ing Gentiles, when they come to faith, are part of the company of the
people of God.  John’s point is that Jesus’ sacrifice is effectual for Jews and
for Gentiles, now and forever.  He is the propitiation for our sins, but also
for the sins of sinners at all times and around the world.  He is the exclu-
sive Savior!

I Timothy 2:4 is another interesting text in which Paul writes to Timo-
thy, “God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved.”  Simple statement.
God wants all men to be saved.  We would ask, If that is what God wants,
is that not His will, and does He not accomplish His will, and therefore,
are not all men saved?  But, again, we must look at the context.  What was
Paul writing in that passage?  He was urging prayers for those in author-
ity.  He was urging prayers for kings and all sorts of authoritarian leaders,
and he was making the point that God wants all kinds of men to be saved.
Don’t think that just because they are in government that they are outside
the realm of salvation.  God wants all kinds of men to be saved.  

II Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not willing that any should perish.”  Does
that not seal the deal?  “The Lord is not willing that any should perish.”
There are lots of different ways to look at this, but again, one must look at
the book of II Peter and ask the question, “To whom are these words writ-
ten?  What is Peter saying?  The book opens, “to those who have obtained
a faith of equal standing with ours, to those who have been granted His
precious promises.”  These are ones who were told in 1:10 to confirm their
calling and election.  They are called in chapter 3, verse 1, the “beloved.”
These words are written to those that are being told that God is, in a
sense, delaying His return because He does not want any to perish, ‘any’
for whom Christ died to perish. He is describing a time of patience
wherein the elect will be gathered.  Someone has written, “Second Peter is
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written by a Christian, to Christians. It is likely that the “us” refers to
Christian believers.”  I was even reading Romans, 9,10, and 11.  I thought
that the least I could do was to sit down at one time and read Romans 9,
10, and 11, and realize that there are issues that come up that have to be
addressed, and I came upon a verse in Romans 11:15, which speaks of the
reconciliation of the world. I thought, “Why is that there?”  “The reconcilia-
tion of the world.”  Then I looked at the context.  What is Paul doing in Ro-
mans 11?  He is talking about the Gentiles being grafted into the
covenant community.  He is making the point that God’s grace is not just
to Israel, but it is through Israel now to the Gentiles. There is a reconcilia-
tion beyond Israel that includes the world. 

I am not surprised that people struggle with the doctrine of particular
atonement. Many passages exist where language appears to teach other-
wise. I would commend you for your knowledge of these texts and your
appeal to such passages and your desire to be faithful to the scriptures.  I
would simply ask you to interpret these passages in the light of their con-
text, and allow the more specific passages to shed light on the more general.

Another point to remember in this discussion is that the doctrine of
definite atonement does not eliminate the benefits that all men every-
where, experience.  We teach our children, “God is great, and God is
good.”  The question is, “Do we mislead them?”  Are we teaching them
truth or a lie?  Some people hear this doctrine of limited atonement and
begin to think that it means that God is good to some and mean to the
rest.  That view would be a distortion of the Biblical truth.  The Bible
teaches that one of God’s attributes is His goodness.  Psalm. 107:1, “Give
thanks to the Lord, for He is good.”  This goodness is expressed as mercy
or kindness.  In Exodus 34, when God described Himself, He said, “The
Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love and faithfulness.”  God is good, and due to God’s com-
mon grace, all men everywhere do receive the benefits of his goodness.
All men everywhere, all men at any time, can say that they are the recipi-
ents of the goodness of God.  Psalm 145:9, “The Lord is good to all and
His mercy is over all that He has made.”  Matthew 5:45, “For He makes
His sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the just and the
unjust.”  Luke 6:35, “For He is kind to the ungrateful and evil.”  John 3:16,
“For God so loved the world…” 

We might even say that there are benefits that all men receive from
the work of Christ at the cross.  As believers are converted, they become
salt and light.  Schools and hospitals are built.  Justice is valued.  Truth is
taught.  Evil is restrained.  The poor are assisted.  Third world economies
are developed.  The list could go on and on.  All men receive benefit from
the work of the cross through the lives of those who have been changed
and now live to the glory of God and love their neighbor as themselves. J.
I. Packer says it this way, “God is good to all in some ways, and good to 
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some in all ways.” 1 But the truth remains, “Give thanks to God for He is
good, His truth remains forever.”

Let me add one final perspective on this discussion.  One of the most
compelling arguments for definite atonement is the language the Bible
uses to describe what happened at the cross.  One of the questions that I
will ask someone that I am interviewing, trying to discern where they are
spiritually, is, “What do you think was happening at the cross? Tell me
what was going on in that historical event.”  When we look carefully at the
cross and the way the scripture describes it, we have to ask the question,
“Was Jesus seeking to potentially make something possible for all men
generally, or was He intending to accomplish something actual and per-
sonal for some specifically?”  

When you study the biblical words that describe the cross the over-
whelming conclusion is that Jesus accomplished a mission there. He says
in John 17:4, “I glorified You on earth having accomplished the work that
You gave me to do.”  Accomplished?  How so?  Let’s consider four words.  

The work of the cross is described as the work of redemption.  Eph-
esians 1, “We have redemption through His blood.  I Peter 1, “You were re-
deemed with the precious blood of Christ.”  Acts 20, “The church which
God purchased with His own blood.”  What is redemption?  It means “to
buy back,” “to return to one’s possession by the payment of a price.”  It is a
financial term.  It describes a transaction, a purchase.  Jesus said in Mark
10:45, “I gave My life a ransom.”  There was a financial transaction in the
mind of God when Jesus was dying at the cross.  He was paying a penalty.
The question is, What kind of redemption do we have if the captives
whose penalty was paid, remain in captivity?  Did Christ purchase a re-
demption for many who will never be redeemed?  It would be like going
through a store for items, going to the check out, paying for them and
leaving them on the shelf.  You paid for them, but you don’t own them,
you don’t have them.  What kind of redemption is it that the price is paid,
but potentially the purchased items remain captive?

Another word is “substitution.”  The idea of substitution appears very
early in the book of Genesis when Abraham offers Isaac on the altar.  Just
at the last moment, a ram is caught in the thicket, and Abraham substi-
tutes it on the altar for Isaac. This is a beautiful picture of a substitution.
Read of the scapegoat in Leviticus, and then Isaiah 53, “He was pierced for
our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities.”  A word study on
the Greek word, “hyper” reveals that it means “in the place of” or “on be-
half of.” 

In Galatians 2:20, Paul describes Christ as the One “Who loved me
and gave Himself for me.”  Substitution is simply the action of one who
suffers in the place of another.  Christ took my place.  He paid my penalty.
What kind of substitution is it if both parties end up getting punished in
the end?
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Michael Horton put it this way:  “Suppose a criminal were on death
row awaiting execution.  A stranger meets with a judge and the judge
agrees to accept the execution of this stranger in the place of the real
criminal.  This person becomes the criminal’s substitute.  Then suppose
that after executing the substitute, the judge then executes the original
criminal, too.  What kind of justice would that be?  Does God punish the
same sin twice?  First in His Son and then in the sinner?  Is God guilty of
double jeopardy?” 2

Another word is “propitiation.”  We don’t use that word a lot, but it is a
good word.  In Romans 3:25, Christ is described as  “…Jesus Christ whom
God put forth as a propitiation by His blood.”  I John 4:10 states, “This is
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as a
propitiation for our sins.”

Packer has a chapter in his book Knowing God, entitled  “The Heart of
the Gospel.”  It is a chapter on the subject of propitiation.  What is propiti-
ation?  It is a breaking away from the hostility that exists between a holy
God and sinful man.  It is an appeasing of God’s justice.  It is a satisfaction
of God’s demands.  He is a holy God, we are sinful men.  There is a hostil-
ity that exists there.  We are by nature, “The objects of wrath.”  How is that
wrath satisfied?  How can that wrath be removed?  How can God’s justice
be satisfied?  By the atoning sacrifice of His Son.  He sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.

One hymn writer pens:  “Justice smiles, and asks no more.  He has
hushed the law’s loud thunder.”  The question is, “What kind of propitia-
tion leaves us still facing the wrath of God?  God sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.  He offered His life as a propitiation for our sins
to satisfy the justice of God.  But it does not satisfy the justice of God if it
depends upon us in the end.

One last word to investigate is “reconciliation.”  It is a more familiar
word.  Romans 5:10,  “Having been reconciled…”  II Corinthians 5:18,
“Who through Christ reconciled us to Himself.”  Reconciliation means to
reckon no longer opposed, to be restored to friendship.  This acknowledges
that an alienation, a separation exists due to sin.  Isaiah 59:2,“Your iniqui-
ties have made a separation between you and your God.”  Through Christ,
fellowship is established.  Adoption is accomplished. Union exists.  The
question, “Did Christ actually achieve a reconciliation on His own, or
make it possible for anyone?”  Is it an actual or a potential achievement?
When He cried from the cross, “It is finished,” was it really finished, or
does man have to finish what Christ began? 

When my wife and I were in southwest Florida some years ago, we
would occasionally travel up to the Tampa, St. Pete area to visit family and
friends.  When you approach St. Petersburg, you cross the mighty Tampa
Bay which had an old narrow rickety bridge right alongside a new impres-
sive, larger, shinier bridge.  It happened once before one of our trips that a
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ship of some kind rammed into the support of the large bridge.  A huge
chuck of the large bridge collapsed into the bay.  Before repairs could be
made and traffic halted, a number of vehicles plunged into the bay.
Shortly thereafter, we were on one of our trips to the area, and we got to
that place and began to cross the bay on the old bridge.  It was an eerie
feeling driving across that bridge, paralleled to the new bigger impressive
bridge where that big chunk of bridge had fallen into the bay.  

It makes me think of the work of Christ.  Did the work of Christ get
us all the way from sin and guilt to grace and glory?  Did it get us all the
way across the bay from one side to the other or does it get us most of the
way, only for us to construct the remainder of the bridge to get us all the
way home? I think of that hymn, “The Old Rugged Cross”.  It is an old
rugged cross. It seems rickety at times, but it gets you all the way home!

I understand if you have thought about this in an entirely different
way for much of your life.  I would simply encourage you to take another
look at these ideas, especially theses scriptures.  See if you see anything
else, or anything new. But hear me now. If you don’t, we are still going to
love you, and still hug you and work with you side by side, because our
love is not dependent upon the detail of your doctrine at this point.  If you
love the Lord Jesus Christ and you want to worship Him in the ministry of
this church, and if you want to show the love of Christ to our little ones or
our older ones, be assured that you are welcome in this place because
Jesus Christ loves you.  If He loves you, we want to love you and we want
to love each other.

Let me close by adding some additional words of application. The
greatest danger of this doctrine of definite atonement is that it could be
used to produce the worst possible reaction.  It could produce pride when
it ought to produce humility.  Sometimes our doctrines lead us to an air of
superiority around others.  The doctrines of grace, my friends, should
humble us, and our view of others should always be upward because we
have been humbled to know that it is all of grace and all of Christ.  

It could produce apathy when it should produce zeal.  Remember the
parable of the talents. The one servant hid his talent in the ground.  When
the master came back and asked, “Why did you do that?” his answer was
essentially this, “I knew that you were sovereign and that you could do
your will regardless of what I did, and therefore I just took the easy way out
and I hid my talents in the ground because you are going to accomplish
your ends, regardless of what I do.”  That’s a distortion of biblical truth. One
must not think, “Why bother repenting or believing. If I’m elect I’ll make it,
and if not, what difference does it make?”  God calls us to repent and to
believe. He invites us to come and to go and to serve and to love and to
pray and to witness. God uses means to achieve His sovereign ends.  It
would be a distortion of this doctrine to say that definite atonement pro-
duces apathy in the heart when in essence it should produce zeal.
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It could produce division when it should produce unity. The devil
loves nothing better that taking a point of doctrine and making it a wedge
between believers. Jesus, in John 17, was praying a strong doctrinal prayer
about those that God had given Him.  He was praying for the unity of the
body.  He was praying that we would be one as He is one with the Father.

It could produce worry when it should produce worship.  Some of you
have gotten all worried and worked up about this.  That is why I went
back to Romans 9, 10 and 11.  All of the objections are raised and Paul’s
point is, “Don’t worry about it. Worship the God of grace, for His thoughts
are above our thoughts, His ways above our ways, His grace is incompre-
hensible.”  Don’t get so focused on this that you die in a pool of worry
when God has called us to worship  Him for who He is and what He has
done.

I want to close by reminding you that the ultimate blessing of God’s
grace is not individual salvation.  It is not your personal salvation, how-
ever sweet that may be.  The ultimate blessing is the glorious future bless-
ing of believers as they gather around the throne of Jesus Christ in
heaven.  God is going to establish a new heaven and a new earth.  Ac-
cording to Romans 8, creation will be redeemed.  According to Philippians
3, believers will have glorified bodies.  According to Revelation 5, the
saints of heaven will consist of believers from every tribe and tongue and
people and nation.  It will be a numberless company like the stars in the
sky, and Jesus Christ will be in the center to receive all praise and glory
forever. No one on that day will say, “What a disappointment.  It is hard to
believe in a God like this. Why didn’t He do it my way.  This doesn’t seem
fair.”  On that day, we will be saying,  “So this is why grace is so amazing.
How blind I was before, never really seeing.  How great a Savior I have,
One who faithfully accomplished redemption and then drew me to Him-
self by His Spirit.  I see it now through tears of unparalleled joy.”  What an
anticipation!  What a day!  So let us say with the apostle Paul,  “God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT

We have been working our way through this series asking the ques-
tion, “What does Jesus believe about the doctrines of grace?”  One of the
interesting things I have found in my study of this theme is that there is a
lot of shifting and adjusting of the actual terms that are used to describe
the doctrines of grace.  It seems like nobody is quite comfortable with a
particular set of terms.  The starting point seems to be the “TULIP.”  You
know, the five points of Calvinism:  Total Depravity, Unconditional Elec-
tion, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace and Perseverance of the
Saints.  These are the historical labels affixed to the Doctrines of Grace.
But the more you read, the more you find that people are uncomfortable
with some of those terms, and they want to do a little bit better.  So for
“Total Depravity,” they might suggest something like “radical corruption.”
For Unconditional Election, they might prefer “divine initiative.”  For “Lim-
ited Atonement,” they might suggest “particular redemption.”  For “Irre-
sistible Grace,”  they offer “effectual grace.”  For “Perseverance of the
Saints,” they would suggest “preservation of the saints” to be a better term.
Those are just a few of the alternatives that have been made available if
you don’t like the original five.  

I have a better idea.  It seems to me, after studying these things, that
we could really simplify this whole thing. We could really make it much
easier for the average layman and the average preacher.  In these Doc-
trines of Grace, essentially, what we are examining is this:  “What is the
biblical view of man?”  “What is the biblical view of God the Father?”
What is the biblical view of Jesus and His work?”  “What is the biblical
view of the Holy Spirit?”  “What is the biblical view of salvation?”  Now,
wouldn’t that be easier?  The doctrines of grace tell us what we are to be-
lieve about man, and about God the Father, about the Son, about the
Holy Spirit and about salvation.  

So far, we have learned that Jesus believed in the depravity of man
which makes man incapable of saving himself, due to the fact that he is
spiritually dead.  We looked at what Jesus believed about the sovereignty
of God, which identifies Him as the source of salvation.  We have looked
at what Jesus believed about His own work, the sufficiency of His re-
demptive work which purchased salvation for the sheep. Today we want
to ask an additional question:  “What did Jesus believe about the Holy
Spirit?”  Did Jesus believe that the third person of the Godhead was sim-
ply a spectator in the salvation of sinners, or did He believe that the Holy
Spirit was actively involved in applying the work of the Son to those cho-
sen by the Father?” 

I want to remind you of something that we have said before.  We are
dealing with what we call the Gospel Iceberg.  The Gospel Iceberg has a
portion which extends above the water line.  We can see it with the naked
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eye.  We can hear the Gospel proclaimed, and we can watch as a sinner
embraces the Gospel. We have also said that this Gospel Iceberg has a
portion below the water line that is unseen by the naked eye. A lot of ac-
tivity goes on beneath that water line that is unseen by man, but is de-
scribed in the scriptures.  It involves God giving some to the Son, and it
involves those given by the Father to the Son coming to faith.  For this in-
stallment we are asking, How does that happen?  Who makes it happen?
What is going on beneath the water line to bring sinners to faith?  What
enables a depraved sinner to believe?  Is it the persuasive words of a
speaker?  Is the emotional appeal of a preacher?  Is it the educated mind
of the hearer?  How does a sinner go from being dead to being alive?
How does a deaf man hear?  How does a blind man see?  What did Jesus
believe?  How did He understand it?  How did He explain the miracle of
regeneration?

Let’s look at the account of Jesus as he deals with Nicodemus in John,
chapter 3. 

“Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of
the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we
know that You are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs
that You do unless God is with Him.”  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”  Jesus an-
swered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

John, chapter 3, includes the most famous verse in scripture, and so
we believe we are familiar with it.  We believe we do not need to hear it
preached. We know about Nicodemus.  We know what Jesus told him.
But let’s revisit this encounter and see and hear what Jesus actually said to
Nicodemus about this whole subject of how salvation happens.  There are
several very obvious things in this text, and I will point them out to you
and hope that you will see them clearly.

First, Jesus states the absolute necessity of a new birth.  It is interest-
ing because Nicodemus made an opening comment, “Rabbi, we know
that You are come from God, for no one can do these signs that You do un-
less God is with Him.”  He was just breaking the ice, greeting Him, ex-
pressing appreciation and admiration for who Jesus was and what He did.
Jesus immediately turned to him and said, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  It is probably one
of those times where Jesus saw the question in Nicodemus’ heart before 
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He heard it in his voice.  He knew the questions that were moving
through Nicodemus. So He says again, “Unless you are born again, you
cannot see the kingdom of God.”...“Marvel not that I say to you, ‘You must
be born again.’”  

Entering the Kingdom of Heaven is no small event.  It is not a matter
of a little bit of better living,   or faithful giving, or increased knowledge, or
church attendance.  Jesus says that this idea of entering in to the Kingdom
of God requires nothing less than a new birth.  It is being born again.

Does that idea of a new birth not confirm that man is spiritually
dead?  Is this not a confirmation of where we began?  Why would Jesus
say we need a new birth, if we were not spiritually dead?  Why would
Jesus have insisted on such an extreme event if there had not been an ex-
treme condition?  It should at least get our attention. It certainly got
Nicodemus’. 

Nicodemus acknowledged the impossibility of this new birth being
physical.  He heard Jesus speak of the necessity of a new birth and imme-
diately said in verse 4, “How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”  He heard the
requirement --- new birth.  He stated the obvious ---  how can it happen?
He helps us understand that regeneration is not something done by man,
produced by man, concocted by man. It is a physical impossibility!  Re-
member how John described it in chapter 1 of his gospel, verse 12,  “But to
all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God.”  This is speaking of those who by faith become
the children of God.  Then verse 13 continues, “Who were born…not of
blood,”  not physically, not of family connections, “nor of the will of the
flesh,”  not our works, nor our determination,  “nor of the will of man,” not
because of personal choice,  “but of God.”  Those who receive Christ Jesus
by faith have been born of God. 

Furthermore, Jesus declared that this new birth was of a spiritual na-
ture.  In verse 5 of the text Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly I say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.”
Now, I will admit that this is where much of the debate circulates. It would
be very easy to get distracted by the debate over what it means to “be born
of water.”

There are half a dozen reasonable opinions of what it means to “be
born of water,”  and I have my opinion and you have yours.  Let’s table
that debate for a moment because it simply clouds and eliminates the ob-
vious statement Jesus is making: “Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is
born of the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.”

Whatever Jesus means by “born of water”, He says born of water and
of the Spirit.  Verse 6 goes on to say the same kind of thing.  “For that
which is born of the flesh, is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.”  Jesus clearly seems to be saying, “There are two types of birth.  
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There is the physical type of birth of which you are familiar and it requires
certain things in order for that birth to happen.”   He says,  “We under-
stand that, scientifically, we understand that.”  But he says there is another
birth which is the birth of the Spirit, a spiritual birth.  Jesus is saying that
conversion is not just the result of spoken truth being received audibly
and believed.  It requires the work of the Holy Spirit to be true spiritual
birth.

Jesus had very strong convictions about the person and work of the
Holy Spirit.  As we move along in our text, we notice the necessity of the
Spirit’s work.  Again the necessity in verse 5,“Unless one is born of the
Spirit,” and verse 6,“That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  Then He
speaks of the mystery of the Spirit’s ways in verse 8.  He says, “The wind
blows where it wishes, you hear its sound, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”  He compares the Spirit to the wind.  You know grammatically how
those words are the same.  We don’t see the wind, but we see the effect of
the wind, we see the reality of the wind.  In the same way, though we do
not see the Spirit, that does not eliminate His impact.  Just as the wind
seems to blow wherever it wills, the Holy Spirit operates according to the
will of God.  What we have here is a picture of the Triune God working in
beautiful harmony.  The Father choosing some to be saved, the Son pur-
chasing their redemption and the Spirit applying the benefits of the cross
by regenerating hearts.  Some have set the members of the Trinity against
each other in the drama of redemption.  But the scripture speaks of the
harmony of the Trinity in the work of the Father and the Son and the
Spirit. 

Now we might ask,“Is there any additional evidence about what Jesus
believed regarding the Holy Spirit and His role in salvation?  I would sug-
gest that there are a handful of other passages that support what Jesus
said to Nicodemus.  The first would be John 6:63.  This is the great passage
about the bread of life.  Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes
to Me shall not hunger, whoever believes in Me will never thirst.”  That
verse is immediately followed by the statement of the fact that though He
was the bread of life, men were not believing.  “But I said to you that you
have seen Me and yet you do not believe.”   The rest of that passage deals
with the whole idea of the necessity of receiving, of believing.  It speaks of
“eating His flesh” and “drinking His blood.”  Then in verse 63, Jesus adds
this comment,“It is the Spirit Who gives life.  The flesh is no help at all.”
Spiritual life is not the result of the flesh.  The flesh is no help at all.  Re-
generation is wholly due to the Spirit.  The Spirit gives life.

Where did Jesus look for hope?  Where did He look for a regenerating
work?  Was it to the flesh of man or was it to the Spirit of God?  I can’t
help but mention what the Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians.  The
Apostle Paul wrestled with these ideas as well.  Where does regeneration 
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come from?  Listen to some verses that he gives to the Corinthians along
these lines.  He says, “The natural person does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him and he is not able to understand
them because they are spiritually discerned.” (I Corinthians 2:14)  What is
the condition and the capability of the natural man?  According to the
Apostle Paul, man does not accept Christ because he is unable to under-
stand.  II Corinthians 4, “The god of this world has blinded the minds of
unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the Gospel, the glory of
Christ.”  He says the plight of the unbeliever is strong because he is
blinded by the god of this world.  He can’t see it.  Yet in I Corinthians 1:18,
he states, “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. And it is because of Him
that you are in Christ Jesus.” (I Corinthians 1:29)  In I Corinthians 2, “God
has revealed these things to us through his Spirit.”  Later Paul writes, “We
have received the Spirit who is from God that we might understand the
things freely given us by God.”  Then he adds, “For God who said, Let light
shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”   What is Paul
saying to the Corinthians?  The very same thing Jesus said in John 6. The
flesh counts for nothing. The Spirit gives life.

Another text is John chapter 5, where Jesus is declaring that the effec-
tual call of God is heard by those who are actually dead in sin. “Truly, truly
I say to you, an hour is coming and is now here when the dead will hear
the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.”  Now, if I gave
you that verse on a 3x5 card and said,  “What is Jesus talking about?”
Many of you would answer, “Jesus is talking about those who are physi-
cally dead hearing the voice of the Son of God and being raised to life in
the resurrection.”  That is actually what he talks about later in that same
paragraph.  Verses 28 and 29 speak to that point, but I agree with many
who say that what he is talking about in verse 25, is not those who are
physically dead, but those who are physically alive but spiritually dead.
Read again.  “Truly, truly I say to you, an hour is coming and is now
here...”  He is saying that this is true right now.  “The dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.”  The dead in sin will
hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will believe and live.
It sounds much like the good shepherd of John chapter 10.  “My sheep
hear My voice and I know them and they follow Me.” 

One last text is John chapter 16.  Jesus is preparing to face the cross
and leave the world.  He is explaining to His disciples that He is about to
exit. The disciples probably were anxious about the Lord’s departure. Yet
Jesus is talking to them as if it is good news, as if it is a means of celebra-
tion and encouragement.  He says in John 16:7,   “Nevertheless, I tell you
the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Helper will not come to You. But if I go, I will send Him to you.  And when
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He comes, He will convict the world regarding sin and righteousness and
judgment.”  Verse 13, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you
into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but what-
ever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are
to come.  He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it
to you.”  

Who will be present when Jesus is gone?  The Holy Spirit.  Who will
act in power when Jesus goes away?  The Holy Spirit.  Who will change
hearts when Jesus has left?  The Holy Spirit.  Who will speak truth when
Jesus is silent? The Holy Spirit.  Who will humble proud men by exalting a
risen Savior?  The Holy Spirit.  What makes it advantageous for the disci-
ples for Jesus to leave?  The arrival of the Holy Spirit.  Who would be
poured out on the church to fuel the growth of the early church?  The
Holy Spirit.  

Jesus was excited about the impact of His departure and the arrival of
the Holy Spirit.  My guess is that He was the only one.  If you had taken a
poll of the disciples, I doubt that you would have found one person who
would have said, “I am with You, Lord.”  The same is true today.  Given the
choice of a personal Jesus in our presence and the Holy Spirit, you and I
would choose Jesus every time, wouldn’t we? 

It seems to me that the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is often con-
tent with two-thirds of a Trinity,  What we will call “Trinity Lite.”  We are
happy to know all we can about God the Father, and we celebrate the
work of God the Son, but when it comes to the work of God the Holy
Spirit, there is often a paralysis.  No one really knows what to say or what
to believe.  Yes, we confess in the Apostle’s Creed that we believe in the
Holy Ghost.  But most of us don’t have a working understanding of who
the Holy Spirit is and what the Holy Spirit does. Thereby we are satisfied
with two-thirds of the Trinity.  

Nowhere is this seen more clearly than in our view of salvation.  We
celebrate what Christ has done, and we are learning more of the Father’s
initiative and activity in it all, but we are not clear about how the Holy
Spirit fits into the equation. I would even add this -  the Arminian view of
salvation falls right along with this because if man is able to respond to
the Gospel himself, who needs the Holy Spirit anyway?  The Reformed
view of salvation is consistent with scripture, that man is dead in trans-
gressions and sins. It should be clear that the role of the Holy Spirit be-
comes critical.  Someone must act on the dead heart and breathe life.  

Is this not the way our catechism teaches it to us? Prior to question
29, there are a series of questions about the person and work of Jesus
Christ.  The work of Christ has been analyzed as prophet, priest, and king,
but with question 29, a significant change takes place.  It asks, “How are
we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?”  How does all
the work that He achieved on the cross become mine?  How does it 
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become personal?  The answer:  “We are made partakers of the redemp-
tion purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by the
Holy Spirit.”  This leads to question 30.  “How does the Spirit apply to us
the redemption purchased by Christ?”  “The Spirit applies to us the re-
demption purchased by Christ by working faith in us and thereby uniting
us to Christ in our effectual calling.”  Verse 29 says that it is the work of the
Spirit. Now we are told in Question 30 that it is the Spirit working faith in
us through the effectual call.  What is the effectual call?  Question 31:  “Ef-
fectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit whereby convincing us of our sin
and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ and re-
newing our wills; He does persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ
freely offered to us in the Gospel.”  What does the Spirit do?  He con-
vinces us of our need, of our sin.  He enlightens our minds in the knowl-
edge of Christ and what Christ has done.  He renews our wills so that we
are now willing to do what we were once not willing to do.  Yet, we come
freely.  We look at ourselves and say, “We have come freely.  We have not
been forced to come.”  We now come freely, because our wills now desire
to come.  It leads to an embracing of Christ as Savior.  But, it requires the
work of the Spirit, convincing our minds, enlightening our wills.  

A convicted sinner is both persuaded and enabled to embrace Jesus
Christ.  This wonderful response is due to the irresistible call of God who
has given, who is drawing, and who ultimately enables the sinner to
come.  God employs His mighty Spirit to draw His children unto Himself. 

This is below the water line.  Man can’t see it, science can’t test it.
Scales can’t measure it.  But God does it!  Has He done it to you?  Has He
done it in you?  Has He resurrected you from the grave the same way He
did Lazarus? Have you stepped out of your bondage to sin into the light
of the glory of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  Have you heard the invitation
of Jesus, “Come unto Me, all you who are burdened and heavy laden,” and
have you said, “Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come?”  Has the Spirit of God done
that convicting work in your heart to give you a knowledge of the work of
Christ and given you that will which now desires, like nothing else, to em-
brace Jesus Christ as your Savior?

Let’s return to our friend Nicodemus as we close.  Nicodemus was a
very smart man.  John 3 says he was a ruler of the Jews.  John 3 says he
was a teacher of Israel.  He knew his Old Testament.  He knew a great
deal.  What was he taught that night when he came to Jesus?  He was
taught the necessity of a new birth, the importance of a spiritual birth.  He
was taught the centrality of the Gospel.  Give Nicodemus some credit.
This teacher was teachable enough to go to Jesus and inquire.  Some of us
aren’t.  We know what we believe, and no matter of truth is going to
change our minds!  I am not trying to change anybody’s mind.  I am trying
to show you what the scripture says.  Is what you were taught as a child in
conflict or in agreement with the Word of God?  Nicodemus was a 
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teacher, but he was humble enough to listen when Jesus spoke.  When
Jesus spoke Nicodemus was all ears.  We don’t know what happened later
that night, but Nicodemus resurfaces in John, chapter 19. “After these
things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus but secretly for
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus,
and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body.
Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they
took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is
the burial custom of the Jews.”  

Does that sound interesting to you?  It sounds interesting to me.  I
want to believe that somewhere between John 3 and John 19:38, the Spirit
of God took the truth of Jesus and brought Nicodemus to repentance and
faith so that the things he heard from the mouth of Jesus became the con-
viction of his heart and the hope of his soul. I hope that he was so moved
and changed that when that Savior died, he risked everything to be with
Joseph of Arimathea in taking the body of Jesus his Savior and preparing
it for burial.  I want to believe that the seeds that are sown in this series,
regarding the person and work of Jesus Christ, will be taken by the Spirit
of God, and planted deeply in your hearts and minds. May children and
older folks alike know the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. May He
give you an understanding of your need for Christ and show you the
beauty of the work of Christ, and renew your will to salvation through
Jesus Christ.  May God so work by His Spirit.
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WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE ABOUT SALVATION?

Turn in your Bible to John’s gospel, chapter 17.  This is a continuation
of a series on what Jesus believed about the doctrines of grace.  Previously
when the doctrines of grace have been discussed, I have used some heavy
terms and phrases to identify those doctrines.  But to be honest and sim-
ple about it, we can ask: “What did Jesus believe about Man?”  “What is his
condition?” “What is his need?”  “What did Jesus believe about the work of
God the Father and His role in salvation?”  “What did Jesus believe about
His own work?”  “What did He come to do?” “What did He accomplish on
the cross?”  “What did Jesus believe about the ministry of the Holy Spirit?”
“What is His involvement in the process of salvation?”

In this installment, we come to the fifth point of the doctrines of grace
which is the question of perseverance, or assurance. I would like to simply
ask, “What did Jesus think about this whole thing called salvation?”  “What
is the real message of the gospel, and what impact does the Gospel
have?”  It would be very easy to bounce around in the Gospels in various
chapters and various places.  We could read John chapter 6, where Jesus
says, “All that the Father gives to Me will come to Me and whoever comes
to Me, I will not cast out.”  “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that I
should lose nothing of all that He has given Me, but raise it up on the last
day.”  (v. 39) Or, we could go to John 10, and read, “My sheep hear My
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me, and I give them eternal life,
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand.
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all, and no one is
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”(v. 27-29)  Now that is secu-
rity.  If believers are in the hand of the Father and no one can snatch them
out of the Father’s hand, the issue is settled. “Once saved, always saved.”
Right?  Or we could listen to Jesus’ promise to Mary and Martha in John
11, “I am the resurrection and the life, whoever believes in Me though he
dies, yet he shall live and whoever lives and believes in Me shall never
die.”(v. 25-26)  We could pile up verses that speak to the whole issue of
eternal security, and we could be satisfied that we understood exactly
what Jesus believed about Perseverance of the Saints. 

But I prefer not to take that route.  I decided that we would do some-
thing just a little bit different.  I would like to look through a passage that
is going to answer our question, but perhaps in a fuller, broader, deeper
sense.  That passage is John, chapter 17.  You know it as the High Priestly
Prayer of Jesus.  It is a time when Jesus bows His head in prayer, and ex-
udes theological truth as He talks with His Father.  We are the beneficiar-
ies of that as we read and hear it.  Give attention to this prayer of Jesus in
John 17.

“When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son that the Son
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may glorify You, since You have given Him authority over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that
they know You the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  I
glorified You on earth, having accomplished the work that You gave Me to
do.  And now, Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory that I
had with You before the world existed.  I have manifested Your name to the
people whom You gave Me out of the world. Yours they were, and You gave
them to Me, and they have kept Your word.  Now they know that every-
thing that You have given Me is from You.  For I have given them the
words that You gave Me, and they have received them and have come to
know in truth that I came from You; and they have believed that You sent
Me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those
whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.  All mine are Yours, and Yours
are Mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and I am coming to You. Holy Father, keep them in
Your name, which You have given Me, that they may be one, even as We
are one. While I was with them, I kept them in Your name, which You have
given Me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except
the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am
coming to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have
my joy fulfilled in themselves.  I have given them Your word, and the world
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world.  I do not ask that You take them out of the world, but that You keep
them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world.  Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  As you sent Me into
the world, so I have sent them into the world.  And for their sake I conse-
crate Myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.  I do not ask for
these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word,
that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that
they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You have sent
Me.  The glory that You have given Me, I have given to them, that they
may be one even as We are one,  I in them and You in Me, that they may
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that You sent Me and
loved them even as You loved Me.  Father, I desire that they also, whom
You have given Me, may be with Me where I am, to see My glory that You
have given Me. . .because You loved Me before the foundation of the
world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not know You, I
know You, and these know that You have sent Me.  I have made known to
them Your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with
which You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

I knew a lady many years ago who was so uncertain about her salva-
tion, so confused about assurance, that she was constantly focused on
whether or not she was truly a Christian. Because she could never get past
that particular issue, she found it difficult to grow in her spiritual life.  
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She found it difficult to serve others because her focus was on herself.  It
was hard for her to experience any degree of peace or joy because she was
so anxious about her own standing, her own identity or lack thereof.  How
about you?

Have you ever doubted your salvation?  Have you ever asked your-
self, “How could I be a Christian and do what I do, or think what I think,
or say what I say, or feel what I feel, or react the way I react?”  Have you
ever thought a Christian wouldn’t live the way you do?  Perhaps you have
thought, “Maybe I deceived myself all along.” 

My guess is that we have all asked these questions.  That is why we
need to turn to this subject and ask, “Is there anything called eternal secu-
rity?  Is there a blessed assurance?  Is there really confidence and hope
that we can have assurance of our salvation as the fifth point of the doc-
trines of grace, ‘The perseverance of the saints’, tells us?”

We want to address that topic through John chapter 17,where Jesus
turns to His Father to pray.  Understand that He is hours away from the
cross. The climactic moment in human history. The great act of redemptive
drama is about to take place.  What does He do in His remaining time?
He prays.  He lifted, verse1, His eyes to heaven and said, “Father.”  He is
not praying for Himself so much as He is praying for the disciples who are
gathered around Him.  According to verse 20, He is also praying for those
who would believe on Him through their word.  You and me.  Jesus is
praying for us in this high priestly prayer!  

We might ask, “What is on His heart?  What is He saying?”  We could
dissect this prayer like a laboratory specimen, if we wanted, but I would
like to step back from it and just ask the questions, “What did Jesus believe
about the Gospel?  What did Jesus believe about salvation?  What is He
saying through this prayer about the gospel?” I believe He answers these
questions if we will look closely enough and listen carefully enough to
what He has to say.

First, Jesus believes that the Gospel is ultimately about one thing -
God’s glory.  The idea that consumes the first five verses of this passage is
not the need of the world, and not the need of man.  The thing that con-
sumes the first five verses is the glory of God ---His greatness, His
majesty, His splendor, His work, His power, His supremacy.  It was a glory
experienced by the Father and the Son in eternity past.  Verse 5:  “The
glory that I had with You before the world existed.”  Ever thought about
that for a minute?  Jesus is speaking of the glory of the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit that existed before the world began.  I can’t put any defini-
tions on that.

It is a glory that the Father gives the Son and the Son gives the Fa-
ther. “Glorify the Son that the Son may glorify You.” (v. 1),  “Glorify Me in
Your presence.” (v. 5)  It is a mutual glory.  It is a shared glory.  It is a glory
that the Son produced in His earthly ministry.  “I glorified You on earth 
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having accomplished the work that You gave Me to do.” (v. 4)  Why did
Jesus fulfill His mission?  Was it all about you?  Was it all about me?  “I
brought You glory, by fulfilling the work, by completing the work that you
gave Me to do.”  It is a glory that highlights the unparalleled glory of God.
Verses 2 and 3 talk about the Son being given authority over all flesh in
order that He might give eternal life to all those given to Him.  What word
do you hear?  The “giving”, the “giving”, the “giving”.  It is from the hand
of God’s grace that this Gospel comes. It is a glory that highlights the un-
paralleled grace of God.

Jesus wants us to understand that the Gospel is all about God’s glory.
It is a pity that the current culture has such a weak view of God, reflected
in the book title, “When Man is Big and God is Little.”  That pretty well
sums up our culture, doesn’t it?  The scripture that says, “There is no fear
of God, before their eyes” fits our generation.  We have spoken many times
of the words of David Wells who writes about the weightlessness of God
in our society.  God carries no weight, no influence in our society, in the
hearts of men.  It is a pity that, even in the church, the Gospel has been
turned inside out to become some sort of a prescription for us to heal our-
selves, to make us feel better about ourselves, to give us a way to cope.  It
provides hope for the future.  It reduces the guilt.  We have turned the
Gospel into a man-centered blessing by highlighting what it does for us
and ignoring what it says of God.

John Piper challenges us to rethink the Gospel in his book, “God Is
the Gospel”. He says, “Everything in the Gospel is meant to display God’s
glory and remove every obstacle in Him, such as His wrath and us, such as
our rebellion, so that we can enjoy Him forever.  God is the Gospel.  That
is, He is what makes the Good News. Nothing else can make the good
news good.  God is the final and highest gift that makes the good news
good.” 1 Later he says, “The Gospel is not a way to get people to heaven.”
It is a way to get people to God.  Because He is the source of the Gospel
and He is the end of the Gospel. It is a way of overcoming every obstacle
to everlasting joy in God. If we don’t want God above all things, we have
not been converted by the Gospel. 2 The glory of God is the essence of the
Gospel.

Jesus also believes that the Gospel is about the deliverance of man.
God is great and glorious, but God is also gracious.  In the Old Testament
we have the deliverance of the Israelites out of Egyptian bondage, and in
the New Testament we have the deliverance of sinners out of a bondage to
sin and a deliverance into the kingdom of God.  It is a deliverance from
one kingdom, the kingdom of self, to the kingdom of God, the kingdom
of this world to the kingdom of heaven.  

Jesus says in this passage that believers are the unique possession of
God.  “For they are Yours.” (v. 9)  Who are these disciples?  What is their
identity?  What can be said about them?  He says, “They are Yours.  They 
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are Your possession.”  Much as Psalm 100 says, “We are His people, the
sheep of His pasture.”   I Peter 2 proclaims, “We are a people belonging to
God.”  Jesus speaks of the people of God being a people whose identity is
wrapped up in their relationship to the Father.  We belong to Him.  

That is interesting when you understand that believers were formally
citizens of the world.  What were we?  “...to the people whom You gave Me
out of the world.” (v. 6)  God reached into the world, a world of dead men,
a world without hope and without God, and He gave a people to His Son.
Believers are given by the Father to the Son.  “The people You gave Me out
of the world...You gave them to Me.” (v. 6)  “For those You have given Me.”
(v. 9)  Much as glory consumed the first five verses, this idea of God giving
a people to His Son takes over the emphasis of the next several verses
where the Gospel is described as God taking a people and giving them as
a love gift to His Son. Believers are delivered from the world.  

Believers now know the truth about Jesus and His work.  “Now they
know.” (v. 7)  “They have come to know in truth that I came from You, and
they have believed.” (v. 8)  They know, they understand, they get it!  The
Gospel is God’s deliverance of man from the power, penalty, and presence
of sin, an entrance into a union with Christ wherein they have new citi-
zenship and a new destination.  They have been delivered from bondage
to freedom, from the world to  heaven, from blindness to sight, ignorance
to knowledge, from despair to hope, from exiles to sons.  Salvation is all
about the glory of God, and how He graciously delivers man from the do-
minion of darkness.

Our question is, “For how long is that good?  How long does it last?
Is there any sense of security or assurance that we have about these
truths?”  We live in a disposable society.  We use and discard things all the
time.  Relationships break.  We make short-term commitments.  The only
thing that is consistent is inconsistency. Is that true with our spiritual
identity?  We come to the spiritual truths and we have this preconceived
notion that it may be true today, but it may not be true tomorrow.  How
long does salvation last? 

Jesus believed that the Gospel provides assurance for the believer.  We
might ask, “Upon whom does it depend? Does it depend upon man?
Does it depend upon the church or does it depend upon God?”  Listen as
Jesus prays.  He understands the situation.  “I am no longer in the world,
but they are in the world.” (v. 11)  Something very dramatic was about to
happen.  He had been with these disciples, but now He was leaving the
world, and they were not.  There is a sense of danger, a sense of peril here.
There is a sense of mystery as to how they would continue after He leaves.
So He expresses His petition in verse 11,  “Holy Father, keep them in Your
name.”  What is the passion of His heart?  “Keep them in Your name, in
Your care, in Your company, in Your covenant community.  Guard them,
protect them, shepherd them, love them.”  
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He provides an explanation as to why He offers this prayer in verses
12 – 17.  “He had kept them.” (v. 12)  He had been the one who kept them.
Then He says, “I am coming to You and I am leaving them in the world.” (v.
13)  “This world I am leaving them in opposes them.” (v. 14)  “The evil one
seeks them.” (v. 15)  “They need to be sanctified, they need to be set apart,
they need to be protected, they need to be strengthened.” (v. 17)  

Jesus realizes the tension.  In verses 18 and 19, He says He is sending
them into the very world that He knows hates them. But listen to what He
says in verse 19, “And for their sake, I consecrate Myself that they also may
be sanctified in truth.”  He is going to complete His task so that they are
kept and guarded. The completion of His work becomes the foundation of
our assurance.  “For their sake I consecrate Myself.”  I stay clear to the end.
I fulfill My purpose, My mission, My task.  I set Myself apart for that goal -
that they may be sanctified in truth.  This is a great prayer.  We are not to
be exempted from difficulty and temptation and suffering, but to be em-
powered for difficulty and delivered through it.  As a result, our security is
God the Father’s answer to God the Son’s prayer.  If somebody says, “Why
can you have security?  Why can you have assurance of your salvation?”
Your answer must be,  “Because my Savior prayed to His Father that it
might be so.”  The reason we persevere is because the Father is faithful to
the Son’s desire, and the Son has faithfully fulfilled His redemptive work.
The reason we have security and assurance is because Jesus has finished
His work, and it does not depend upon our performance.

We are not quite finished.  There is still a little icing to put on the
cake.  Jesus believed that the Gospel was an entrance into eternal com-
munion with God.  Earlier in verse 2, He had spoken of eternal life.  He
had mentioned eternal life and what it was about, but we say,  “Tell me
more, Jesus.  Tell me more about this thing called eternal life.”  

First, Jesus speaks about an union among the people of God with
each other.  The gospel brings us into an amazing union with each other.
“That they may all be one…” (v. 21)  What does Jesus want?  He wants a
visible demonstration  of our unity in Him when those of us with diverse
backgrounds, gifts, talents and interests, come together around one com-
mon thing, the person and work of Jesus Christ and all of our diversity
melts in the beauty of our unity.  It is a unity that reflects the unity of the
Trinity.  “Just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You (v. 21) “that they may be
one even as We are one…” (v. 22)  We are to be one as the Trinity is one.
What kind of a responsibility does that put upon us?   All of our talking
behind people’s backs and all of our holding a grudge, and all of our wait-
ing to offer forgiveness, and all of our speculation and hesitation.  Do you
think that exists in the Trinity?  Then why should it exist in the church?

It is a union that impacts the watching world.  “So that the world may
believe that You have sent Me.” (v. 21)  “So that the world may know that
You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me.” (v. 23)  How are we 

77



ever going to reach the world?  Jesus seems to think that as soon as we
understand what it means to be one in Christ and to have a visible unity
in Christ the world will take notice of the unity of the body and come to
know the source of that unity. 

Jesus also longs for that unity to be a heavenly reality.  “Father, I desire
that they also, whom You have given Me, may be with Me where I am, to
see My glory that You have given Me because You loved Me before the
foundation of the world.” (v. 24)

We spent several days with our granddaughters. They are consumed
with one thing –princesses.  I have seen more princess books and more
princess stickers than I ever imagined.  They all start the same way:  “Once
upon a time.”  And they all end the same way – “They all lived happily ever
after.”  Are they all going to live happily ever after?  No matter what they
face, they are all going to live happily ever after.  Every story is the same
story.  Those are fairy tales.

I am writing to you about something that is not a fairy tale.  It is real-
ity.  We will live happily ever after.  We are the princesses.  We are consid-
ered beautiful by our God, but our prince, the Prince of Peace, has a
beauty that far exceeds anything that we might ever imagine.  He is the
glory of Immanuel’s Land, and He prays, “I desire that they also, whom
You have given Me, may be with Me where I am, to see My glory.” (v. 24)

We often hear people talking about who they will know in heaven
and asking, “Will we be married in heaven?”  This is missing the point.
Heaven is when we will see His glory!

When we see the glory of Jesus Christ, we will be so overwhelmed
that we won’t be asking questions about what we are supposed to do.  We
will be consumed with the Lord Jesus. Jesus devotes Himself to that end.
He says, “O righteous Father, even though the world does not know You, I
know You, and these know that You have sent Me.  And I made known to
them Your name.” (v. 25) Then notice what He says, “I will continue to
make it known, that the love with which You have loved Me may be in
them, and I in them.”  He will continue to make it known. Jesus is com-
mitted to the work of making known the Father in the life and heart of
His children.  Our security results from His intensity.  Our assurance flows
from His faithfulness.  He is praying for it.  He lives to protect it.  Hebrews
7:25, “Jesus is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”  

What is Jesus doing now?  He is living to make intercession for us.
He is continuing to make known the name of the Father.  Romans 8,
“Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies.
Who is to condemn?  Christ Jesus is the One who died.  More than that, is
the One Who was raised and Who is at the right hand of God, who in-
deed is interceding for us.”  Who is our counsel at the right hand of God?
Who is our advocate at the right hand of God?  Jesus Christ is interceding
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for us, His beloved children, so that we make it all the way home.
What did Jesus believe about the Gospel?  He believed it is about the

glory of God from beginning to end.  He believed it is about the deliver-
ance of man from the kingdom of this world to the kingdom of heaven.
He believed it is about the believer now and eternally.  We have security
not because of our perseverance, but because of God’s preservation of us.
It is not about our performance but God’s promise, that He who began a
good work in us will bring it to completion.  That “He is able to keep that
which we have committed unto that day.”  That “nothing separates us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Furthermore, it is not a license
to sin, but a freedom to serve and to worship and to witness and to strug-
gle, knowing that the end is secure.

Did Jesus believe in eternal security?  Absolutely!  He understood that
God preserves us because the Son prays for us.  Yes, we are prone to wan-
der, but God loves us with a love that will not let us go.  

Children’s books are always very interesting and sometimes very pro-
found.  Margaret Wise Brown has written an interesting book called “The
Runaway Bunny.”  You may have used it with your children. The story
teaches a very basic truth, that the baby bunny cannot escape the loving
care of its mother.  That is the message of eternal security.  If God in Christ
has loved us with an everlasting love, then He will pursue us, guard us,
keep us, protect us to the end, because His Son has prayed for that, and
His Son has sanctified Himself to that end, and the Son continues to
make known the truth to us.  

Maybe you struggle today because you have never really come to faith
in Jesus Christ.  Could that be the case?  Maybe you struggle because you
do not trust God to keep His promises.  Have you come to Jesus as you
are, with a broken heart and empty hands and said, “Lord, cleanse me,
wash me, forgive me, as I trust and rest in You”?  Jesus promises that who-
ever comes receives, whoever believes is cleansed, whoever rests in Him
has assurance that he will endure. 

The first question of the Heidelberg Catechism asks, “What is thy only
comfort in life and death?”  What is your primary, your supreme comfort
in life and death?  The answer:  “My only comfort in body and soul, in life
and death, is that I am not my own, but belong to my faithful Savior, Jesus
Christ, who with his precious blood has fully satisfied for all my sin and
redeemed me from all the power of the devil and so preserves me so that
without the will of my Father in heaven, not a hair can fall from my head.
Yea, that all things work together for my salvation, wherefore, by his Holy
Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and
ready henceforth to live unto Him.”  May that truth comfort your believing
soul and free you to live as a worshipper of God and a servant of others
with a full assurance of your identity as a child of the King.  That’s what
Jesus believed about eternal security.  He believed it with all His heart, and
so must we. 79



WHAT DID JESUS BELIEVE AND ITS IMPACT

Please open your Bible to the gospel of Matthew chapter 9.  First, read
this familiar portion of God’s Word which will prepare you for the conclu-
sion of this sermon series. Remember the words at verse 35: 

“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the  kingdom and healing
every disease and every affliction.  When He  saw the crowds, He had
compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd.  Then He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few.  Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the har-
vest to send out laborers into his harvest.’”

[Let us pray together:
Father, we thank you for your Word.  We anticipate that your Spirit will
speak to us through your Word this morning, showing us its truth, show-
ing us our own hearts and our need of Christ and a renewing of that re-
freshing of the Holy Spirit in our own lives, and we ask, Lord, that you
would impress your truth upon us this morning and that we would be
conformed to the image of your Son as we rejoice and meditate on the
truth of your word.  We pray this in the mighty name of Jesus,  Amen.]

This series has studied the question, “What did Jesus believe about
the doctrines of grace?”  At the Mount of Transfiguration the Father spoke,
“This is my beloved Son, listen to him.”  We have studied the doctrines of
grace asking not what Calvin said, or what Boice said, but the question,
“What did Jesus say?”  What did He believe about the doctrines of grace -
about man, about God the Father, about Himself, about the Holy Spirit,
and about salvation?  Those are the five doctrines of grace. 

It is Biblical Theology 101.  At the beginning of this series, you were
warned that it would not be easy.  And it has not been.  At the beginning,
you were told that it might not be popular, and I am sure it has not always
been popular.  What you’ve read might not sound fair.  What you’ve read
might even make you think, and that is not a bad thing, is it?  Several
times I have mentioned that we are all on our own individual theological
journey.  We are learning, we are reading, we are wrestling.  We are all on
this marathon of a theological journey, not competing against each other,
but encouraging each other to press on, to think biblically, to understand
what Jesus believed and what Jesus taught.  

Finally, the question is asked, “What are some of the conclusions we
have reached along the journey?”  If we read what the Lord has to say in
His word, what do we hear Him emphasizing?  In layman’s terms, I would
summarize it this way - Jesus had a very bleak diagnosis of the natural
man.  He used words like “dead”, and “flesh”, and “unable”, and “blind.”  
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He used phrases like “cannot” and “will not”.  Secondly, Jesus had a very
exalted view of the nature of God the Father.  He spoke of the Father “giv-
ing”, and “drawing”, and “enabling.”  He believed the Father played a sig-
nificant role in the drama of redemption.  

Jesus also had a very clear understanding of His own mission.  What
was He here to do?  He spoke of the necessity of the cross, and He spoke
of the extent of his work when He said He would lay down his life for the
sheep.  Jesus had a very dependent attitude upon the person of the Holy
Spirit.  It was Jesus who said, “The Spirit gives life, the flesh counts for
nothing.”  (John 6:63)  Jesus had a very confident outlook on eternal secu-
rity.  He said, “No one can snatch them out of my hand.”  (John 10:28)

These conclusions may not sound very controversial, but I think we
need to pause for a moment and realize how foreign Jesus’ views are to
the voice of modern man and to even much of the 21st century church.  In
modern thought and theology, man is viewed as capable of doing for him-
self, and his natural goodness is touted as a great asset.  Much of modern
thought and theology emphasizes the fact that if there is a need, man can
meet it.  If there is a problem, man can solve it.  In modern thought and
theology man has a very vague concept of God’s person and does not
view God as a significant participant in this drama of redemption.  David
Wells calls that “the Weightlessness of God”.  The Bible acknowledges,
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 3:18)

In modern thought and theology Jesus is admired as a role model, a
teacher, a leader, a motivator, but his role as a redeemer is minimized.
After all, if sin is just a minor problem, who needs a Savior? In modern
thought and theology, the person and work of the Holy Spirit is practically
ignored altogether. The Holy what? The Holy who?

In modern thought and theology, eternal security is in the hands of
man, who if he doesn’t blow it by falling into disgrace, will certainly be
good enough to get grace; as if grace is something you earn. 

Hopefully, we can begin to see the difference between our Lord’s per-
spective and the views of modern thought and theology.  I would urge you
to remember that it is important that we get truth straight.  It is important
that we pursue truth, for the sake of truth itself, but also for the sake of the
impact of that truth in our lives.  When Jesus prayed for his disciples, He
prayed to the Father, “Sanctify them in the truth.  Your word is truth.” (John
17:17)  Jesus wants our minds and lives, shaped, molded and motivated by
God’s truth, and the pursuit of that truth is always to be encouraged.

We are engaged in a very valuable task when we come to the scrip-
tures and say, “What is the truth?  What did Jesus believe?”  As this series
closes, I would like to remind you of how Jesus’ beliefs affected the way
He lived and taught.  How did His belief penetrate into His living, His
thinking, and into His life?  You can imagine that I am not just wanting to
paint a picture of Jesus.  I am wanting you to see yourselves in the same 
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way.  How does the truth that you believe impact the way you live and the
way you relate?

The passage I have chosen is a familiar one, Matthew, chapter 9.  We
can glean several key principles from this text.  

Number 1:  Despite man’s fallen condition, Jesus demonstrated His
great interest in and compassion for the lost. 

It would be incredibly disappointing if your pursuit of truth left you
apathetic to the needs of sinful men.  Maybe that is where you are right
now.  You look at this sinful world, and you scratch you head. You’ve cried,
and you are just about ready to throw in the towel.  You are just about
ready to give up.  

Look at the text. Jesus went throughout all the villages and cities,
teaching, proclaiming, healing. “When He saw the crowds, He had com-
passion, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.”  This passage
ends the 9th chapter, but notice how the 9th chapter begins.  The chapter
begins with a paralytic on a bed who was healed and forgiven.  Then
comes the story of the ruler’s daughter who was dying, died, was raised to
life, and the woman who had a hemorrhage for 12 years. She touched the
hem of His garment and was healed.  Two blind men received their sight
in verse 27.  In verse 32, Jesus met a demon-possessed, mute man, who
was delivered, and spoke.  This passage ends a chapter where the compas-
sion of Jesus for the hurting around him was overwhelming.  

Even though He saw them as harassed and helpless, as sheep without
a shepherd, He didn’t turn and run.  He didn’t say, “I am going to go to the
wise, the rich, the famous.”  Jesus was a friend of sinners. He welcomed
children, touched the diseased, forgave the broken, met physical needs,
devoted time to the outcast. He warned the unprepared, challenged the
religious leadership of His day, and urged mercy and pity through para-
bles like the Good Samaritan.  

Jesus’ understanding of man’s sinful condition did not restrict His
ministry.  It stimulated His ministry.  He saw man in his need, and He
moved toward man, not away from him. Does it move you?  Does it move
me?  Have we given up on our culture and the hurting within it?  Have
we decided it is a waste of time and energy and resources to pursue peo-
ple who have no interest in the Gospel?  Do we finally say, “Enough of
you.  I’ll go to somebody who will listen?”  Have we seen the harassed and
helpless about us and grown apathetic?  God forbid that our theology of
man’s depravity lead us to apathy for the destiny of men.

Here is a second conclusion - Due to the conviction of God’s sover-
eignty, Jesus lived with a sense of patient confidence.  When you read this
passage, Jesus’ understanding of God’s sovereignty did not render prayer
unnecessary or make witnessing redundant.  That’s an extreme view that
some have when they rejoice in the biblical doctrine of the sovereignty of
God.  Some say, “If God is so sovereign, then obviously our prayer is 
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unnecessary and mission and evangelism becomes redundant.”  Did Jesus
say this?  He saw the crowds.  He said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful.”  He went, He taught, He healed, He prayed earnestly to the
Lord of the Harvest and urged us to do the same.  Because it was God’s
harvest, laborers needed to enter it, and, because God is the Lord of the
Harvest, our prayers are most necessary. 

In Matthew chapter 11, Jesus reflected on the sovereignty of God in
salvation and it led Him to worship.  In John chapter 6, when He spoke of
the need of the Gospel going to the whole world and said, “I am the bread
of life,”  He rested in the sovereignty of God who gives and draws and en-
ables.  The point is that the Father’s sovereignty gave the Son a quiet con-
tentment in the fulfillment of His mission.  Does it you?  Do you keep
your eye on the path?  Do you stay the course?  Remain faithful in prayer?
Refuse to give up?  Are you consistently pleading with the Father for the
harvest?  J.I Packer said, “Pray to God about man before you speak to man
about God.”  Show your commitment that you believe in the sovereignty
of God by your prayers to God on behalf of men, that the Gospel message
will find good soil and bear fruit.

Thirdly, in regard to His own life and purpose, Jesus was satisfied to
keep the main thing, the main thing.  “He went throughout all the cities
and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of
the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.” (v. 35)  Can
you imagine the disciples from time to time, thinking “Okay, we are going
to be in this new village in just a few minutes.  I wonder what He is going
to tell them this time.”  They go into that village and then they leave that
village. They say, “He said the same thing again.”

Some of us grew up playing sandlot football.  We picked teams in the
backyard. We huddled up when we had the ball, and do you remember
what the favorite play was?  “Same thing.”  We would draw the play, we
would run the play, we would come back and we would say, “Same play.”
We would go out and run it again, and again, and again.  The play book
was thin.  We didn’t need a lot of plays. 

Jesus went from village to village, from town to town.  He gathered
His disciples and would say, “Okay, we are going to go into this village.
Same play.”  They probably thought, “Come on, something new.”  Our cul-
ture is always looking for something new, some new wrinkle, some cre-
ative way to say it. Jesus said, “Same play. I am convinced that they need to
hear the essence of the Gospel.”  

The devil could not derail Him from His mission.  The disciples could
not distract Him. Suffering wouldn’t defeat Him. Rejection could not dis-
courage Him, and success would not define Him.  He was focused on His
mission.  He knew where He came from.  He knew who He was.  He
knew why He was here.  He was steadfast in His mission.  

Are you?  Do you know who you are?  Do you know why you are 
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here?  Do you know you are a child of the living God?  A temple of the
Holy Spirit?  Does your identity grab you every morning so that you say to
yourself, “This is who I am and this is why I’m here, and therefore I am
going to go forward and today I am going to do the same play.  I’m going
to run the same play I ran yesterday.  I am going to live to the glory of
God?”  Jesus was on a mission, and so must we be.

Fourth.  In anticipation of results, Jesus lived in dependence upon the
Holy Spirit.  Verse 36 says, “He saw the crowds; they were harassed, help-
less, sheep without a shepherd.”  What did He say?  “Pray.”  He didn’t try
to fix them.  He prayed.  He didn’t panic at the challenge.  He prayed.  He
didn’t give up.  He prayed.  He didn’t form a committee.  He must not
have been Presbyterian, or He would have, right there on the spot, formed
a subcommittee of His disciples and said,“Okay, you three guys, you talk
about it, and come report back next month.”  

Nothing shows the Lord’s dependence on the Holy Spirit like prayer,
and nothing shows your dependence upon the Holy Spirit like prayer.  In
fact, your prayers may be the greatest indicator of your belief in the Holy
Spirit.  

Jesus was committed to the work of the Holy Spirit.  At the beginning
of John’s gospel, He told Nicodemus that he “must be born again.” Then
He went into a discussion of the way the Spirit moves and the Spirit
works.  At the end of His ministry, He was sending His disciples into the
world, but before He did so, He talked to them about the ministry of the
Holy Spirit and how the Spirit was going to come convict of sin and how
the Spirit was going to guide into the truth.  Jesus had a living confidence
in the Holy Spirit.  It almost seems like He was excited to leave because
He wanted to see what the Spirit would do when He was gone.  He was
excited for the disciples that they would see the work of the Spirit in their
lives, and they did in the Book of Acts.  So must we.  

The point is, Jesus had a healthy dependence upon the Holy Spirit,
and His life, His prayers, His words showed it.  We must ask ourselves:  Do
we have any sense of dependence on the Holy Spirit?  Do we have any
confidence in the work of the Holy Spirit?  Do we have any recognition of
the Spirit’s presence in our lives?  And does our prayer life reflect it? I re-
member when I was in college, I heard a definition for successful witness-
ing.  You have probably heard it:  “Successful witnessing is sharing Christ in
the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God.”  Sharing
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit means you are trusting in Him
through prayer.  Prayer is not an afterthought.  It starts with prayer, it con-
tinues with prayer and it ends in prayer.  Evangelism results matter to God.

Finally, when it came to the promise of the Gospel, Jesus was con-
vinced of the security of redeeming grace.  Did He believe in assurance
and security?  Verse 35 says, “He taught, He proclaimed, He healed.”  What
did He teach?  What did He proclaim?  He proclaimed that the message 
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of the cross was the power of God unto salvation and that the offer of
eternal life was legitimate. He taught that if you received and believed,
you would see heaven.  

That is the“harvest” of verses 37 and 38.  He started talking to his dis-
ciples about the harvest being plentiful, and praying that the Lord of the
harvest would send laborers into His harvest field.  What is the harvest?
We tend to think of the harvest as being souls, but it could also be the
blessings that God owns.  A harvest is a blessing yet to come.  If you are a
farmer and you plant the field, you do so in faith that one day, a harvest is
coming.  Jesus is saying,“I teach and I proclaim the kingdom because I am
looking forward to that day when God opens the windows of heaven and
pours out His blessing upon these people.”  He knew He would build His
church.  He knew He would give the weary rest.  He knew the sheep were
safe in the Father’s care.  He knew no one could snatch them out of the
Father’s hand.  He states in John 6,“This is the will of Him who sent me,
that I should lose nothing of all that He has given me, but raise it up on
the last day.  For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on
the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him
up on the last day.” (John 6:39-40)  He lived in the reality of eternal secu-
rity because He knew the promises of God were sure and the harvest was
coming.  He is the Lord of the Harvest. 

Augustus Toplady wrote the wonderful hymn, “A Debtor to Mercy
Alone.”

“My name from the palms of his hands, eternity will not erase. 
Impressed on his heart it remains in marks of indelible grace.  
Yes, I to the end shall endure as sure as the earnest is given, 
More happy but not more secure, the glorified spirits in heaven.”

He says the glorified spirits in heaven may be more happy right now
than I am. I am struggling right now on this earth, and they are not, but
they are no more secure in heaven than I am here. Because of the prom-
ises of God, my name is written on the palm of His hand.  Jesus believed
that, and it changed the way He dealt with people, the way He spoke to
people.  He celebrated the lasting benefits of God’s grace as an incentive
to worship and to service.  Do you?  Do you have a peace, a peace that
passes understanding?  A peace that is based on the promises of God, not
your performance?  

Is your theology a reflection of what Jesus believed or what modern
man believes?  With regard to man, have you become infatuated with man,
with yourself?  With regard to God, have you dismissed Him as somewhat
irrelevant, or are you confident in Him and recognize His fingerprint in
every dimension of life?  With regard to Jesus, have you become detached
from Him?  Have you gone on, have you graduated from Him, or have you
focused on Him and found that there is never a graduation from the per-
son and work of Jesus Christ?  With regard to the Holy Spirit, are you 
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ignorant of Him, or have you become more dependent upon Him, and do
your prayers reflect it?  With regard to salvation, are you living with that
uncertainty in your own heart and that question in your own mind?  Or
are you assured in your mind of your position with God based on the
promises of God and His word?

It was C. S. Lewis who coined the phrase, “Men without chests.”  It is
an interesting cartoon character to think of --- a huge head and small
body. Lewis coined the phrase to describe those for whom theology was
only a mental exercise, people who gathered so much information and
confined it to their minds without allowing it to affect their hearts.  Big
heads, no heart.  “Men without chests” ---how tragic.  

That is certainly not a description of our Savior who was a man of
great wisdom and understanding, and if we may say it, an even greater
heart.  He had compassion, our passage says.  His head and His heart
were connected, so He emptied his life for others, and grieved for the lost
and the self-righteous, and warned the deceived, and befriended the
lonely, and continually pursued those who needed Him most.  He was a
friend to sinners.  He said,“I am the good shepherd.”  He said,  “Come to
me, and I will give you rest, and I will raise you up on the last day.”  And
when His time was finished, He sent his disciples into the world to do the
same thing.  

The church is to proclaim, to herald the truth of God, that those in the
world will be prepared for judgment.  If we fail, if our sound is indistinct, if
our sound is confused or confusing, we have not proclaimed the excellen-
cies of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.

We, too, live among the paralytics who need to be healed and for-
given.  We, too, live among children who need to be raised to life.  We, too,
live among women who carry lifelong burdens, and men who are blind to
the truth, and neighbors possessed by addictions who need to be deliv-
ered.  The harvest is still plentiful, and we know the Lord of the Harvest.
We trust in the Lord of the Harvest, and so we pray that the Lord of the
Harvest will send us into that harvest field, not only around the world, but
even right here in Germantown, right where we live, right where we
work, right where we go to school, where we play --- His harvest field.  

I pray that you would not be satisfied until your theology has thrust
you into ministry such that the Great Commission and is fueled by the
Great Commandment . . .where you love God with all your heart and your
soul, and you love your neighbor as yourself.  Take all of the wonderful
theology that we have celebrated in this sermon series, and let it stimulate
your life and your lips.  May God so work in our hearts that we would not
be men and women“without chests,”but that we would be those who
fulfill the Great Commission because we have been fueled by the Great
Commandment.
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