What does it mean to be “Reformed”?
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Ecclesiology (Church Government)

The Westminster Confession of Faith (1640s)
Chapter 31: Of Synods and Councils

1.

For the better government, and further edification of the church, there ought to be such
assemblies as are commonly called synods or councils: and it belongeth to the overseers
and other rulers of the particular churches, by virtue of their office, and the power which
Christ hath given them for edification and not for destruction, to appoint such assemblies;
and to convene together in them, as often as they shall judge it expedient for the good of
the church.

It belongeth to synods and councils, ministerially to determine controversies of faith, and
cases of conscience; to set down rules and directions for the better ordering of the public
worship of God, and government of his church; to receive complaints in cases of
maladministration, and authoritatively to determine the same: which decrees and
determinations, if consonant to the Word of God, are to be received with reverence and
submission; not only for their agreement with the Word, but also for the power whereby
they are made, as being an ordinance of God appointed thereunto in his Word.

All synods or councils, since the apostles’ times, whether general or particular, may err;
and many have erred. Therefore they are not to be made the rule of faith, or practice; but
to be used as a help in both.

Synods and councils are to handle, or conclude nothing, but that which is ecclesiastical:
and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern the commonwealth, unless by
way of humble petition in cases extraordinary; or, by way of advice, for satisfaction of
conscience, if they be thereunto required by the civil magistrate.

The PCA Book of Church Order
Chapter 7: Church Officers-General Classification

2.

The ordinary and perpetual classes of office in the Church are elders and deacons.
Within the class of elder are the two orders of teaching elders and ruling elders. The
elders jointly have the government and spiritual oversight of the Church, including
teaching. Only those elders who are specially gifted, called and trained by God to preach
may serve as teaching elders. The office of deacon is not one of rule, but rather of
service both to the physical and spiritual needs of the people. In accord with Scripture,
these offices are open to men only.

Scriptural texts on Presbyterian church government

So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. Moses chose able
men out of all Israel and made them heads over the people, chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of
fifties, and of tens. And they judged the people at all times. Any hard case they brought to Moses,
but any small matter they decided themselves. (Exodus 18:24-26)

When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. But some believers who belonged to
the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them
to keep the law of Moses.” The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this
matter. (Acts 15:4-6)



